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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Christian Identity and Dalit Religion in Hindu India, 1868–1947 by Chad M. Bauman
 
	 Sebastian Kim
 

 
 
 Christian Identity and Dalit Religion in Hindu India, 1868–1947. By Chad M. Bauman. [Studies in the History of Christian Missions.] (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing. 2008. Pp. xvi, 276. $40.00 paperback. ISBN 978-0-8028-6276-1.)
 
  As a part of the “Studies in the History of Christian Missions” series, this volume brings fresh insights into the interaction between missionaries and indigenous in their process of accepting Christianity. This study focuses on the Satnamis in the state of Chhattisgarh in India during eighty years of cultural and religious encounters as well as the formation of Satnami-Christian identity. The author argues that in the transformation of their society, Satnami structures of thought, beliefs, and behaviors played a significant role; so this process could be said to be the Chhattisgarhization of Christianity as well as Christianization of Chhattisgarh. Chad M. Bauman carefully examines the sociopolitical, economic, and religious contexts of the people in the conversion process as he constantly asks the questions why and how the people responded to introduction of Christianity in the complex situation of the colonial period and rightly points out that conversion of the Satnamis is not simply a religious matter.
 The author has presented a clear methodology in this well-argued volume: an interdisciplinary approach that employs methods of history, religious studies, and anthropology; an emphasis on practice rather than belief in his examination of the process of conversion and Christianization; and an examination of the sources from the perspective of the Satnamis themselves. The monograph first discusses the sociopolitical and religious structures of Chhattisgarhi society. Bauman then examines some economic, social, and religious factors involved in the process of becoming Christians (or rejecting Christianity), the effect of medical mission and its implications, the impact of Christianization on women and social traditions, and the ethnography of five Christians. In addition to this, he discusses the development of Chhattisgarhi Christian-identity in the post-independence era, especially in the contexts of the Christian Missionary Activities Enquiry and the destruction of the Gass Memorial Centre. The author concludes with three key arguments. First, he rejects the idea that conversion was orchestrated by force, fraud, or inducement, but rather sees it as the result of the pursuit of self-interest, both of material and ideal, and as initiated by the people themselves. Second, he insists that all identities are forged and not discovered, and he counters the Hindu accusation of the denationalization of the Christian community by pointing out Hindu attempts to form a pan-national identity within Hindu ideology. Third, he argues for the acknowledgment of the complex nature of assimilation, indigeneity, and the meaning of being a Hindu and an Indian for Christian converts, both as individuals and as a community.
 The volume is a very thorough and insightful examination of the formation of the self-identity of Christian converts in the rapidly changing context of the British Raj and post-independence India. In particular, the in-depth examination of the various mixed motivations for conversion and the conversion narratives of five Christian converts are well articulated. Although it focuses on a particular community [End Page 397] in a particular geographical context, the implications of this study are applicable to wider contexts. It provides much needed insights into the complex motivations of any conversion and into the struggle of Indian Christians to affirm their self-identity as a Christian community and at the same time their common identity with fellow Indians in the wider society. This volume is important reading for those who are interested in the topics of communal identity, Christian mission, Christianity in India, and processes of religious conversion.
   Sebastian Kim
 York St John University, England
 The International Journal of Public Theology
 
 
 
  
 
  Copyright © 2014 The Catholic University of America Press
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1534-0708
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0008-8080
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 397-398
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-05-23
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	