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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
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 Histoire littéraire des Bénédictins de Saint-Maur, Vol. 3 (1683-1723). By Philippe Lenain. [Bibliothèque de la Revue d'histoire ecclésiastique, Fascicule 93.] (Louvain-la-Neuve: Collège Érasme; Leuven: Universiteits-bibliotheek. 2010. Pp. 717. €80,00 paperback.)
 
   Nearly fifteen years ago, Philippe Lenain conceived the monumental task of compiling a list of all literary contributions of the members of the Benedictine Congregation of Saint-Maur. The Maurists earned high praise from their contemporaries for their achievements in most academic realms, and Lenain's work emphasizes these contributions to the literature and scholarship of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The third volume of Lenain's compilation catalogues the monastic authors from 1683 to 1723. Volume 4 will cover Maurists from 1724 to 1787, and a fifth and final volume will include an index of all volumes. [End Page 384]
 Lenain's compilation builds on the work begun by the Maurist Don René Prosper Tassin in 1770. Tassin set out to create a complete list of Maurist scholarship, but the political and religious atmosphere of the late-eighteenth century rendered his work incomplete and extensively edited. Other historians such as Ulysse Robert in the nineteenth century and Dom Yves Chaussy in the twentieth have added their own editions. Lenain has attempted to tie all of these contributions together in one collection. Each entry has a short biography of the monastic author; a list of his publications, manuscripts, and correspondence; and bibliographic references. Unlike Tassin, who ranked his writers by seniority, Lenain has chosen to list his by date of profession—in other words, the moment that the author's written works would become contributions for the Congregation and not just those of an individual scholar. (Each monk receives a unique catalog number based on his date of profession.) In deference to the contributions of the previous historians, Lenain included some religious who did not seem to produce any scholarly product but who figured on the lists provided by Tassin, Robert, and others. For example, volume III begins with the entry of M. Pierre Denis, a commis of the Congregation of Saint-Maur, who was included in Dom Chaussy's compilation but seems to have left no literary contributions.
 Lenain's index of Maurist authors and their works has tremendous importance for the history of the Congregation as well as for the history of the period in general. This work highlights the outstanding achievements made by members of this religious order to history, philosophy, science, and many other academic fields. The Maurists were lauded by their contemporaries for these accomplishments, but as noted above, the previous attempts to catalog these works have remained incomplete. Also significant are Lenain's entries that include some of the collaborative works between Maurists and secular scholars. The Congregation's members did not keep their academic findings to themselves; they believed that knowledge should be shared with the rest of the scholarly community for the good of all. Yet, although Maurists interacted with the academic world beyond their cloister walls, Lenain's volumes demonstrate that this did not weaken their devotion to their religious vocations. In his entry on Dom Martin Bouquet, the Maurist historian most notable for completing the Collection des Historiens des Gaules et de la France at the behest of royal government of France, Lenain reiterates Tassin's comments that Bouquet's involvement with secular society did not dampen his devotion to his religious life. Thus, whereas Lenain's collection provides an invaluable resource for researchers, it also demonstrates how the Maurists used scholarship not to escape the obligations of their religious vows but as a means of fulfilling the labora command of their Benedictine founder. [End Page 385]
 
   Mary Kathryn Robinson
 Lourdes University
 Sylvania, OH
 
 
 
  
 
  Copyright © 2012 The Catholic University of America Press
 
 
 
 
 ... 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1534-0708
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0008-8080
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 384-385
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-05-17
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	