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  Introduction 
 Six large cholera epidemics were said to have occurred in Europe between 1830 and the First World War. A great deal of research has been published on the first four, especially the first, and on associated efforts to improve water and sewage systems during this time. 1 Important investigations of the last two epidemics have been published by Richard Evans and Frank Snowden: Evans mainly discusses the cholera epidemic in [End Page 671] Hamburg in the 1890s, and Snowden, the cholera epidemic in Naples occurring around 1910, although both works also cover epidemics in the 1880s, particularly in southern France and Italy. 2
 However, a fifth cholera epidemic of the 1880s, first confined to Egypt but then spreading to Italy, southern France, and Spain, has attracted little in-depth scholarly attention, apart from the works of William Coleman, Norman Howard-Jones, and Anne Hardy. 3 It seems as if the years 1883-84 in particular are an air pocket in the research, although some authors--for example, David Arnold, Mark Harrison, Sheldon Watts, and Jeremy D. Isaacs--give us excellent descriptions of the related issue of sanitation in British India during the second half of the nineteenth century. 4 Yet understanding this epidemic, and particularly the British response at the time, is especially important for three reasons.
 First, a major difference between conditions at the time of the earlier epidemics and in the 1880s is the presence of the Suez Canal. The cholera in Egypt in 1883 was the first outbreak to occur after the completion of the canal, and the cause of that epidemic was alleged by some of the European powers to be English ships coming into the Mediterranean Sea from India via the canal.
 Second, while during the four earlier epidemics the residents of Britain, France, and the German lands had all suffered cholera themselves, at the time of the epidemic in Egypt these three powers were still free of cholera and could afford to dispatch research commissions to [End Page 672] study the disease. In this time of imperialism, it is important from the viewpoint of the development of international sanitation that the three big powers almost simultaneously sent teams of investigators to Egypt, each of which was laboring under different national expectations.
 Third, from the viewpoint of bacteriology, cholera in 1883-84 is interesting because these were critical years for the identification of the cholera germ. At this time the German microbiologist Robert Koch was still in the process of formulating his famous postulates for determining a germ source for a disease--and in fact, these met with theoretical difficulty specifically in relation to the cholera germ.
 Peter Baldwin has published an illuminating overview of the ways in which European nations reacted to the ever-present threat of epidemic contagion during 1830-1930. 5 As for the British reaction to the fifth cholera epidemic in particular, Coleman refers to Koch's commissions to Egypt and India in 1883-84, and he observes that the British were doing very little in response to the new epidemic. 6 However, there is evidence that the British were in fact making an effort to deal with the problem; for example, William Guyer Hunter was dispatched to study the cholera in Egypt and his final report was published in the British Command Papers in 1883. 7 A paper published in the Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science in February 1886, entitled "The Official Refutation of Dr. Robert Koch's Theory of Cholera and Commas" (which does not seem to have been mentioned elsewhere in the literature), gives an enlightening view of the British response by bringing the relationship between bacteriology and the social, economic, and political situation of the time into sharp focus. 8 A close examination of "The Official Refutation" and related documents, therefore, contributes to previous research on the interaction...
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1086-3176
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0007-5140
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 671-707
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2000-12-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	