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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Mama Built a Little Nest by Jennifer Ward
 
	 Deborah Stevenson
 

 
 
 Ward, Jennifer. Mama Built a Little Nest; illus. by Steve Jenkins. Beach Lane, 2014. [38p]. Trade ed. ISBN 978-1-4424-2116-5 $17.99 E-book ed. ISBN 978-1-4424-4945-9 $12.99 Reviewed from galleys R 5-8 yrs.
 
   This gallery of nest-building offers a look at fourteen different kinds of avian homes, each introduced with a rhyming quatrain, a brief prose description, and a fullspread illustration of the relevant nest and habitat. The nest-building possibilities are impressively varied, ranging from a hummingbird’s wee spiderweb-reinforced home through a grebe’s floating twig island nest to an eagle’s huge eyrie. Though occasionally the scansion of the poetry stumbles, most of the verses are neat and effective and some genuinely witty, and the overall point about the intricacy and diversity of birds’ nests is effectively made. Jenkins’ familiar cut-paper art is somewhat more painterly than usual at times, with soft striations in the cactus wren’s feathering and smoky dappling on the breast of the swiftlet, but his intricate geometry remains typically effective in its conveyance of details in the spiky cacti or the hummingbird’s knobbly little nest. A note glossing some of the terms and giving more information about the bird species would have been welcome; there is, however, a list of bird-related website resources.
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