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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 The Homeschool Liberation League
 
	 Deborah Stevenson
 

 
 
 Frank, Lucy . The Homeschool Liberation League. Dial, 2009 [288p]. ISBN 978-0-8037-3230-8$16.99 Reviewed from galleys Ad Gr. 6-9
 
  After a revelatory summer at Wilderness Camp, Kaity has renamed herself "Katya," become fascinated with field biology, and found herself utterly unable to face the tedium of eighth grade. In fact, she quits, deciding that she's going instead to homeschool, like her best camp friend. She then has to win over her parents, prove herself, and, she hopes, get to know Milo, the strange but cute violin-playing boy she's encountered when she's out on her nature walks, but along the way, she begins to realize that homeschooling may not be as simple as she thought. This is an interesting topic, and Frank (author of I Am an Artichoke, BCCB 6/95) credibly illuminates various relevant components of the issue. Kaity does genuinely blossom amid her new explorations, and she utterly fails to pull them together in any systematic way; she's plausibly ignorant about her need to be directed (the very thing she's initially squirming away from) and the considerable burden she expects her hard-working parents to shoulder. There's a little too much object lessoning here, though, with a lot of conversation about homeschooling vs. unschooling vs. alternative-schooling theory and about being oneself. Kaity's romance with Milo also seems designed mainly to bring in a homeschooling spokesperson (Milo's father) and a kid who reacts to the experience negatively, rather than naturally arising out of the plot. Young readers who've yearned for the perceived freedom beyond school walls, though, will find a serious exploration of the possibilities and the drawbacks, and they may be encouraged toward some useful reflection on their own best schooling styles.
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