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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Hello Baby!
 
	 Hope Morrison
 

 
 
 Fox, Mem . Hello Baby!; illus. by Steve Jenkins. Beach Lane/Simon, 200932 p. ISBN 978-1-4169-8513-6$16.99 R 2-4 yrs
 
  This romp through the baby-animal kingdom runs through various engaging creatures that might be the speaker's baby until finally landing on a wee person as the answer. Each spread offers a descriptive line ("Are you a monkey with clever toes?// Perhaps you're a porcupine, twitching its nose") and a large-scale close-up illustration of the featured animal, plus a small silhouette of the whole critter. The rhyming couplets are springy and inviting, and the animal descriptions offer tidbits for fact-loving preschoolers to find, while others will simply enjoy the zoological tour and teasing guessing game. Jenkins' cut-paper illustrations incorporate a variety of paper sources, so that some components are textured while others are smooth, some may be painted while others are merely fluffed; most employ a tight focus [End Page 17] that results in strong, portrait-like impact. In the gentle ending, the human narrator asks "Then who are you, baby? Wait, let me guess—/ Are you my treasure? The answer is . . . Yes!", and the illustration shows a large human hand reaching for a small one. This has appeal for playtime, bedtime, or any time in between, especially for those little ones who can't get enough of animals.
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