
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] The Night My Sister Went Missing (review)
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Karen Coats
						  
												
						
	Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books
	
							Johns Hopkins University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 60, Number 5, January 2007
								
							
						
	pp. 225-226
	10.1353/bcc.2007.0025
	Review
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
				
					
				  		Purchase/rental options available:
							[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


					
				


		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 The Night My Sister Went Missing
 
	 Karen Coats
 

 
 
 Plum-Ucci, Carol The Night My Sister Went Missing. Harcourt, 2006202p ISBN 0-15-204758-1$17.00 Ad Gr. 7-10
 
  A group of teens from a small island town pass a gun around one night, and one of their number ends up missing, disappearing from the top of the abandoned pier on which they were illicitly partying. The night passes in harrowing suspense as the police try to figure out whether she fell, dove, or tumbled off the pier after being shot, and where her body might be. A parade of witnesses passes through the interrogation room, unaware that they themselves are being witnessed by Kurt, the victim's brother, who sees everything through a one-way mirror the provincial police department had installed and forgotten about. The mystery evolves in an unexpected direction, uncovering a different crime altogether, with a victim whose abrasive personality has made her everyone's favorite in the alleged shooting. The book leaks the mystery in dribs and drabs by focalizing the story through Kurt; though this technique builds suspense and allows for a slow unfolding of the complicated plot threads and red herrings, it necessitates the clunky and unbelievable device of the forgotten surveillance room from which Kurt is made privy to the various witness statements. While she treads much of the same provocative ground that she has visited in other novels, such as the emotional clamshell effect of an isolated community and the off-center responses of victims to abusive situations, Plum-Ucci goes more for melodrama and pathos than depth of psychological insight here; the impact rather pales in comparison to her powerful explorations of group dynamics and abuse in What Happened to Lani Garver (BCCB 11/02) and The Body of Christopher Creed (BCCB 4/00). Still, the mystery is well paced [End Page 225] and satisfyingly twisty, with a prurient payoff and a significant ick factor, and the climax, if predictable, makes emotional sense.
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