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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Julia Morgan Built a Castle
 
	 Deborah Stevenson
 

 
 
 Mannis, Celeste Davidson Julia Morgan Built a Castle; illus. by Miles Hyman. Viking, 200640 p ISBN 0-670-05964-1$17.99 Ad Gr. 2-4
 
  This picture-book biography of architect Julia Morgan chronicles Morgan's youth and study in California and abroad and then focuses mainly, as the title would suggest, on her creation of William Randolph Hearst's famous castle at San Simeon. There are some holes in the story (it's explained that workers were housed in a dormitory but never mentioned where Morgan stayed on site; Morgan's fee is only mentioned in a concluding note, and there's no explanation of its current value), but it's a straightforward account of a quietly pioneering life (Morgan was the first woman to receive a certificate in architecture from France's École de Beaux Arts and the first female licensed architect in California). Mannis balances out the Hearst-centric narrative a bit by pointing out that Morgan worked on other projects, some of them described in the author's note, through the twenty-eight years of the castle's construction. Hyman's illustrations all seem lit by sunsets, an effect that may be intended to convey period flavor but that results in a garish and repetitive peach [End Page 180] tone, and the smooth waxen character of faces and figures makes them stiff and distant; the views of Hearst Castle, however, are touched with real grandeur. Readers interested in building but not yet ready for Wadsworth's Julia Morgan: Architect of Dreams (BCCB 12/90) may find this a useful literary first step.
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