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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			     Asian Theatre Journal 19.2 (2002) 357-359 

       
 [Access article in PDF] Chikamatsu: Five Late Plays. Translated and edited by C. Andrew Gerstle. New York: Columbia University Press, 2001. xv + 534 pp. Hardcover $39.50 
  In Chikamatsu: Five Late Plays, Andrew Gerstle has added to his impressive work on the plays of Chikamatsu and their musical structure while also significantly expanding access to Chikamatsu's work in English. Gerstle offers translations of five important late plays by the master: his last shinjümono (double-suicide contemporary plays) and four late jidaimono (period plays), including the last play Chikamatsu wrote. Gerstle's choice of plays seems to have been governed by two considerations: to provide plays that illustrate recent scholarly discussions of how, in the final years of his career, Chikamatsu probed the nature of heroic honor from different angles, presenting a complex ideal of strong individuals and rulers (p. 24); and to complement existing translations. Thus Gerstle has added to our stock of translations of jidaimono as well as plays from Chikamatsu's mature period.
 The translation work in this book is a major linguistic accomplishment. Gerstle has done yeoman's work with Chikamatsu's complex and rich language. Furthermore, he not only offers us five new excellent translations but also—with the addition of the notations added to Chikamatsu's text by the chanter—a new approach to full English translations of puppet theatre texts. Such notations indicate cadences that conclude musical paragraphs, high pitches used at climactic moments of intense emotion, scene cadences that conclude scenes after which the setting changes, and others. (See his list on p. 31.) They make it possible to understand the plays as performance texts:
  The basic principle is that a chanter moves between and among a relatively realistic declamatory "spoken" style with no musical accompaniment, and various levels of "song" style accompanied by the shamisen. As the reader will quickly notice, this is evident in both the [End Page 357] dialogue and narrative sections. This rhetorical technique of constantly shifting between lyrical and dramatic voices for emphasis and effect is the essence of jöruri chanting. . . . Since the notation code was inserted by the chanter for whom the play was written, we may consider this as a guide to the first reading and interpretation of Chikamatsu's text. . . . The notation reveals the rhetorical strategy of the performers for whom Chikamatsu composed his plays [p. 17]. 
 Gerstle's contribution is great: the significance of these notations in connoting a surer sense of the essence of the art of jöruri performance is tremendous. We are given the means to "hear" these plays and to remember that they are the text for a musical drama. We are also reminded of the full picture of play creation—that is, the journey of the play from the last stroke of Chikamatsu's brush to its realization on stage.
 Gerstle provides orientation for the translations with introductions to the book as a whole and to each individual play. He focuses his general introduction on Chikamatsu and his collaborators. We learn how collaborations affected the flow of his development as a playwright and the contents of his plays. The thrust is that "Chikamatsu's collaboration with various performers over the years continually drove him to produce new and innovative works, in both theatricality and character depiction" (p. 23). Gerstle explains the dynamics of Chikamatsu's later plays by pointing out that they thrived on the tension between realistic depiction of character (developed through his collaborations with kabuki practitioners) and spectacular theatricality (added as a result of collaborationwithTakedaIzumo in Chikamatsu's post-kabuki period).
 The circumstances surrounding each play are contextualized with the brief introduction to each translation. Gerstle explains the major sources Chikamatsu relied on in creating the play, and he gives a brief exposition of the play's themes, qualities, and production history. Gerstle's detailed annotations follow in a separate section after the last translation. These generous annotations allow the English-language reader to appreciate the literary complexity that supported the dramatic possibilities of a performance of a Chikamatsu play. Gerstle acknowledges his...
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					 Rent from
							DeepDyve
	Buy Digital
							Article for $16.00 (USD)
	Buy Complete Digital Issue for $25.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1527-2109
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0742-5457
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 357-359
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2002-09-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	