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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  185 Asian and European Roots of Bioethics: Fritz Jahr’s 1927 Definition and Vision of Bioethics H A N S - M A R T I N S A S S In sum, the guidance for our moral actions has to be the Bio-Ethical Imperative: Respect every living being, including animals, as an end in itself and treat it, if possible, as such! And if someone does not want to accept the absolute validity of such a rule in as far as animals and plants are concerned, he should — repeating what was said before — in recognition of the moral obligation towards human society in general nevertheless follow it. Fritz Jahr ‘Tierschutz und Ethik (Animal Protection and Ethics)’ Ethik: Sexual- und Gesellschaftsethik, 1928, 4(6/7): 102 The 1927 Definition and Concept of Bioethics It is widely taught that the term “bioethics” was first used in the USA by Potter and Hellegers 1970 [4; 5; 13; 14]. Today the term is widely used as synonymous with medical ethics. But there is a difference between respect for humans and respect for the entire world of “bios”, i.e. respect for all forms of life. Taoist reverence for nature, Buddhist compassion with all forms of suffering life, Francesco Assisi’s call for sisterhood and brotherhood with plants and animals, and Albert Schweitzer’s philosophy of respect for all forms of life supporting his medical missions in Africa are prime examples of deep human compassion with non-human life as well as examples of a human commitment to respect other forms of life. Over the centuries, there had been various names, principles, and narratives to support and to request a human attitude and ethics towards all Asian Bioethics Review September 2009 Volume 1, Issue 3 185–197 A R T I C L E S A s i a n a n d E u r o p e a n R o o t s o f B i o e t h i c H a n s - M a r t i n S a s s A s i a n B i o e t h i c s R e v i e w S e p t e m b e r 2 0 0 9 Vo l u m e 1 , I s s u e 3 186 living individuals and species and the interrelationship between plants, animals, humans, and environments. But the term and the definition of “bioethics” is new. Bioethics as a term and a concept first was coined by Fritz Jahr, a Protestant pastor and ethicist in Halle an der Saale, in a 1927 editorial article in Kosmos, the leading German science journal, entitled, “Bio-Ethics: A Review of the Ethical Relationship of Humans to Animals and Plants”. Jahr discussed results of recent neurophysiology and psychological studies on plants and animals and drew these conclusions: First of all, there is this basic similarity of humans and animals as probands in psychology. Psychology is not limited to humans any more today, it applies the same methods to animal life; and as there is a comparative anatomiczoological research, there are highly educative comparisons between human and animal souls. Indeed, also the beginnings of plant psychology can be recognized. Even beginnings of plant psychology appear …. Under these circumstances it is only consequent when R. Eisler in summarizing uses the term Bio-Psychik (soul science of all life forms). It is only a small step from here to Bio-Ethics [Bio-Ethik, highlighted by Jahr], i.e. the assumption of moral duties not only towards humans but to all living beings as well. In fact, Bio-Ethics is definitely not only a discovery of the present. As a particularly impressive example from the past we may remember the figure of St. Franz of Assisi and his great love to animals, progressing in is warm sympathy for all living beings the Rousseauean enthusiasm for nature in its entirety by centuries [6:2]. Jahr hints at the influence of Buddhist thought on European thinkers during the time of early nineteenth century romanticism in mentioning Schleiermacher, Schopenhauer, Richard Wagner, and Eduard von Hartmann. He concludes his article, “So that the... 
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