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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 The Capability Approach: Development Practice and Public Policy in the Asia-Pacific Region ed. by Francis Panzironi and Katherine Gelber
 
	 Peter Larmour
 

 
 
 The Capability Approach: Development Practice and Public Policy in the Asia-Pacific Region. Edited by Francis Panzironi and Katherine Gelber. Abingdon and New York: Routledge. Pp. 214.
 
   This is a very good introduction of the capability approach, a form of evaluation for public policy. Rather than asking if a policy has simply improved incomes, opportunities, or even happiness, it asks if the policy has improved the ability to do things that people themselves want to do. It is an attractive approach, particularly for those in the education sector. The idea goes back to Aristotelian ideas of human flourishing. The key distinction made by its modern proponent, the economist Amartya Sen, is between capability (the ability, resources, and opportunities) and "functionings" (the valued outcomes, which may vary between people and groups). For example, welfare policy should not simply be aimed at providing indigenous minorities with the same level of services as everyone else but should be supporting them in achieving their own particular goals, which may be quite different from those of the majority.
 The edited book, which is an outcome of a conference in 2009, is divided into three parts. The first introduces the ideas, particularly those of Sen himself, and the philosopher, Martha Nussbaum, who developed her own interpretation of them. From her work on development and the role of women in India, she devised a list of ten "central human capabilities" ranging from bodily health and integrity through the ability to form attachments, affiliate with others, and play. There is an obvious link to ideas of human rights, and similar questions arise about their universality and openness to change. The book's introduction also rehearses objections to Sen and Nussbaum's arguments but goes on to show the potential capability theory has on tackling old problems from a new perspective.
 The second part of the book considers the application of these ideas to the intransigent problems of marginalization in the Asia Pacific region, particularly in: government policy towards indigenous people in Australia and New Zealand; older people and urban development in Sydney; and the living standards of Australian children generally. The authors use different methods — interviews, analysis of the law, and regression analysis — to highlight the manner in which capability theory can address these issues.
 The third part turns to developing countries, particularly: Samoa; Vanuatu; Papua New Guinea; and Sri Lanka. This section shows how capability theory is being applied by researchers in the region to tackle local issues in the aforementioned countries. Case studies are hence shown to detail the impact of the applications. As such, new insight is provided by focusing on a much-neglected area and once again shows the applicability of capability theory.
 The book provides a well-edited, serious-minded introduction to the ideas behind the capability approach and its application in multiple contexts. While the introduction recognizes the "limitations" of the approach, the case studies predictably endorse and confirm its value. The cases — from the Papua New Guinean youth, Taylor, whose story provided evidence of flourishing, through to the Buddhist-run ICT village in Sri Lanka — bring the text to life by providing impactful and heartwarming instances of success. [End Page 235]
 The book is self-consciously critical and partisan towards earlier non-capability approaches, which sometimes appear caricatured as straw men. This is perhaps inevitable for conferences which attract the like-minded. Many of the authors are uneasy about the liberalism in both Sen and Nussbaum's work and after their claims to radicalism, it is surprising to learn in the chapter on Papua New Guinea that the capability approach has become quite orthodox, at least within parts of the United Nations (p. 173).
 A few minor issues mar the book from being stronger and more useful than it currently is. Including some critics and disappointing practical outcomes of the approach could have provided a more well-rounded analysis in order to show the extent to which the theory fails to deliver. It is also a difficult read as acronyms, legal provisions, and government policy jargon are...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					2339-5206
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					2339-5095
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 235-236
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-08-22
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	