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 [Access article in PDF]  Class, Culture, and the Working Body 
 Joseph Entin
  New Working-Class Studies. Edited by John Russo and Sherry Lee Linkon. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2005. 288 pages. $45.00 (cloth). $19.95 (paper). 
 Hands: Physical Labor, Class, and Cultural Work. By Janet Zandy. New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 2004. 240 pages. $21.95 (paper). 
 I imagine that most scholars working in American studies would agree that U.S. culture promotes a deep denial about the determinative power of class as an economic, social, and political category. American public discourse and the mass media continue to advance the exceptionalist notion that the United States is a resoundingly middle-class, even "classless," society. And as the 2004 presidential elections confirmed, mainstream politicians on both sides of the aisle continue to couch their appeals to the middle classes, but almost never to the working classes or the poor. What may be more surprising to many American studies scholars, however, is that this public silence about class has for the most part been echoed in the American Studies Association. According to a survey of conference programs by Janet Zandy, one of a handful of literary scholars who has steadfastly championed working-class studies over the last two decades, class has been a marginal category at recent ASA meetings. In 1999 in Montreal, only 3 of the 196 sessions contained titles that either listed "class" as a term or suggested a primary focus on class; in 2004 in Atlanta, the same was true for just 6 out of 275 sessions.1 Panel titles are, admittedly, inadequate indicators of the overall consciousness about class at the conferences, yet the striking absence of class in those titles suggests that although the category has for several years been a primary axis in the "race, gender, and class" triad, it has all too often been at best a secondary concern for most Americanists.
 However, some signs—including the two rich and multifaceted books reviewed here—suggest that new economic, social, and intellectual forces may be challenging the long-standing elision of class from civic dialogue and academic study. As the insecurity brought about by corporate downsizing and the casualization of labor spreads across the economy, the language of class [End Page 1211] may be on its way back into the public sphere.2 In fact, one recent poll by the New York Times found that a majority of people self-identified as members of the working class.3 Perhaps emblematic of an emerging public interest in—or anxiety about—class is a recent series of front-page articles in the New York Times that underscored the pressing realities of class inequality in contemporary America. The series takes as its starting point the notion that, despite the thick myth of classlessness, "class is still a powerful force in American life. Over the past three decades, it has come to play a greater, not lesser, role in important ways."4
 In the academy, the relative silence about class is being challenged by the emergence of contemporary working-class studies, to which Sherry Linkon and John Russo's New Working-Class Studies and Janet Zandy's Hands constitute decisive contributions. Building upon the groundbreaking labors of scholars such as Zandy, George Lipsitz, Michael Denning, Manning Marable, bell hooks, Lizabeth Cohen, David Roediger, Paul Lauter, and others who have long argued for the saliency of class in American history and literature, the new working-class studies is a collaborative project of scholars, activists, and artists who are dedicated to putting working-class culture at the center of American academic and political discussion.5 The institutional heart of the field is the Center for Working-Class Studies at Youngstown State University, where Linkon and Russo teach. Founded in 1995, on the heels of a Working-Class Studies conference that has now become biennial, the Youngstown Center, in conjunction with other sites such as the Center for Working-Class Life at SUNY Stonybrook and the Chicago Center for Working-Class Studies, has expanded to serve a growing national and even international...
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					[image: Purchase from JHUP] Buy Issue for $25 at JHUP


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1080-6490
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0003-0678
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 1211-1221
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2006-01-03
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	