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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     	 Recovering and Re-constructing Early Twentieth-Century Hispanic Immigrant Print Culture in the US
 
	 Nicolás Kanellos (bio)
 

 
 
 
   1. The Immigrant Press
 Since the mid-nineteenth century, Hispanic immigrants in the US have written and published books and periodicals and sustained other forms of print culture to serve their enclaves in their native language, maintaining a connection with the homeland while helping the immigrants to adjust to a new society and culture here. Hispanic immigrant print culture shares many of the distinctions that Robert E. Park identified in The Immigrant Press and Its Control (1922): (1) the predominant use of the language of the homeland, in (2) serving a population united by that language, irrespective of national origin, and (3) the need to interpret events from their own peculiar racial or nationalist point of view, and furthering nationalism (9–13). According to Park, the immigrant press serves a population in transition from the land of origin to the US by providing news and interpretation to orient them and facilitate adjustment to the new society while maintaining the link with the old society. Underlying Park's distinctions and those of other students of immigration are the concepts of the American [End Page 438] Dream and the Melting Pot: that the immigrants came to find a better life, implicitly a better culture, and that soon they or their descendants would become Americans and there would no longer be a need for this type of press. For Park, immigrant culture was a transitory phenomenon, one that would disappear as the group became assimilated into the melting pot of US society.
 The attitude of not assimilating or melting, however, has characterized Hispanic immigrant culture and its use of the printing press from the nineteenth century to the present. The advice of Corpus Christi's El Horizonte (The Horizon, 1879–80) to its Mexican readership was typical of many immigrant newspapers, novels, poetry, and other publications: Do not become citizens of the US because there is so much prejudice and persecution here that "we shall always be foreigners in the United States and they always consider us as such" ("permanceremos extrangeros en los Estados Unidos y como tal nos consideran siempre").1
 To Park's observations I would add that the defense of the community was also important for the immigrant press. Hispanic newspapers, in particular, were sensitive to racism and abuse of immigrant rights. Almost all of the Hispanic immigrant newspapers announced their service in protection of the community in mastheads and/or in editorials, and some of them followed up on this commitment by leading campaigns to desegregate schools, movie houses, and other facilities or to construct their alternative institutions for the Hispanic community's use. Contrary to Park's prognosis for the ethnic identity of immigrants, the history of Hispanic groups in the US has shown an unmeltable ethnicity, and as immigration from Spanish-speaking countries has been almost a steady flow since the founding of the US to the present, there seems no end to the phenomenon at this juncture in history nor in the foreseeable future.
 
  2. Important Immigrant Publishers
 While Hispanic immigrant newspapers had existed since the late 1820s,2 it was not until much later, when larger Hispanic immigrant communities began to form, that more characteristic immigrant newspapers were founded to serve a burgeoning community of immigrants from northern Mexico and from throughout the Hispanic world who had been drawn to the San Francisco Bay Area during the Gold Rush and its collateral industrial and commercial development.3 From the 1850s through the 1870s, in fact, San Francisco supported the largest number, longest running, and most financially successful Spanish-language newspapers in the US. Included among [End Page 439] these during this period were two daily Spanish-language newspapers: El Eco del Pacífico (1856–?) and El Tecolote (1875–79). The San Francisco Spanish-language press covered news of the homeland and generally assisted the immigrants in adjusting to the new environment. The newspapers reported on discrimination and persecution of Hispanic miners and generally saw the defense of the Hispanic colonia, or colony, to be a priority, denouncing abuse of the Hispanic immigrants, as well as of the...
 
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		

			
				
				Purchase/rental options available:
					Buy Digital
							Article for $51.00 (USD)


				
			


		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					1468-4365
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					0896-7148
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 438-455
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2007-06-04
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	