Promised Land (review)
		
		

		


    

    

    

		
		

		

		
		
			

			

			

			
			
		
		
		
		
		

				
		
		
		

		
		
		
	
	
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						African Conflict & Peacebuilding Review

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Promised Land (review)
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Catherine Besteman
						  
												
						
	African Conflict & Peacebuilding Review
	
							Indiana University Press
							
	
							
								
									Volume 1, Number 1, Spring 2011
								
							
						
	pp. 171-174
	Review
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			   
     Reviewed by:
 	 Promised Land
 
	 Catherine Besteman
 

 
 
 Promised Land. Director, Yoruba Richen. 57 minutes. English with English subtitles. Third World Newsreel, 2010.
 
  Land redistribution has loomed as one of the biggest postapartheid challenges in South Africa. The forced removal of black South Africans under the 1913 Land Act and the subsequent apartheid-era Group Areas Act left the vast majority of land in the ownership of whites. In 1994, the postapartheid government instituted a land claims process through which black South Africans could make formal claims to land from which they or their ancestors had been dispossessed. The government promised to redistribute 30% of the land within ten years through this process. Promised Land opens with the statement that ten years after the end of apartheid, black South Africans had filed 22,000 land claims but less than 3% of the land had been transferred to those previously dispossessed. Whites continued to hold 87% of the land. The government's policy during the first ten years was based on a "willing buyer, willing seller" model that avoided the route of forced evictions and [End Page 171] involuntary dispossessions. The film makes clear that this market-based approach to land reform has failed and follows two land claims that marked a change in the government's approach. The 1998 Mekgoreng claim was filed by a black community to land currently owned by over 200 white landowners, and the Molamu claim was filed by one extended family to land currently owned by four white landowners. Both cases offer revealing but troubling lessons in the complexities and contradictions of land reform.
 White landowners in the Mekoreng claim argue that the black claimants are lying about their historic presence in the area. The Mekgoreng land claim rests on the basis of one historic letter of eviction, the existence of a 103-year-old black man who was born in the area, and the graves of the ancestors of black community members, but is opposed by the white landowning community, who instead would like to evict all the current black residents. One of the white landowners claims he has title deeds that trace his family's ownership of the land back to the 1850s, which predates the 1913 land act. Another white landowner, Roger Roman, joins with the black claimants against the white landowners who oppose the claim and embarks on a hunger strike to bring national attention to the claim. His protest attracts the intervention of the government, which intercedes to support the claimants and promises to pay for the transfer of the title deeds. In its coverage of this particular case, the film features informative commentary by Philip Rafedile and Solly Selibi, the two black leaders of the Mekoreng claim, who, together with Roman, offer clarifying commentary about the injustices of the past and interdependence of land reform with post-apartheid reconciliation.
 The Molemu land claim is filed by the ancestors of a single black man who was able to acquire land in 1895. His sons were forced to sell their land under the Group Areas Act in the 1940s. Three of the white landowners agree to sell their land to the claimants, but one refuses. He argues that since the previous black owners sold their land and kept the proceeds from the sale, it should not be eligible for a contemporary land claim. The claimants argue that the dispossession was an involuntary forced sale under non-negotiable terms, the proceeds from which were too paltry to buy new land. When negotiations break down, the government intervenes and expropriates the land from the remaining white landowner, who is also not allowed to keep the meatpacking business he built on the land. The expropriation makes national news since it is the first in the country after then-President Mbeki decides to abandon the willing buyer, willing seller model.
 Both cases raise difficult questions about the trajectory, rationale, evidence, and justice of land reform. The Mekoreng cases juxtaposes recorded white history against oral black history, revealing the substantial challenges involved in researching and legitimizing land claims. The fact that one white landowner can trace his family's ownership to 1850 raises the question of the relevance...
 
 
 
 
			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      
      
        [image: pdf]
      

      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
               
      
  		
  		
  		  

  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	



    	
    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
							
			
				
					ISSN
				

				
					2156-7263
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Print ISSN
				

				
					2156-695X
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
            
			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					pp. 171-174
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2011-03-31
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
				
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	