
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
														
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    
    
		
			
	
				
					
						Ab Imperio

					

				

				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
							
							
							
							
							
								
								

							
							



						

					

				

		
		
			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						 Свидетель, хронист, обвинитель. Залман Левенталь и его тексты
						
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Павел Полян
						  , 
						
						  

						  Алина Полонская
						  
												
						
	Ab Imperio
	
							Ab Imperio
							
	
							
								
									3/2012
								
							
						
	pp. 213-249
	10.1353/imp.2012.0081
	Article
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			  
			    
			      
				Abstract
				In his introductory article to the notes of Zalman Leventhal, a member of Sonderkommando in Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1942-1944, who documented the story of preparation of the revolt in the camp and hid his notes in the ground near Crematorium no. III, Pavel Polian begins with a detailed story of Sonderkommando as a phenomenon. He not only explains who they were and what they were ordered to do in Auschwitz-Birkenau but also discusses the reception of this phenomenon in postwar Israeli society, in the historiography of the Holocaust, and in the historical memory of survivors. Then Polian turns to the evidence left by those members of Sonderkommando who survived the war (110 men out of, roughly, 2,200): some of them wrote memoirs, while others gave detailed interviews. However, there was evidence bequeathed by those Sonderkommandos who perished. Such written testimonies were, in particular, recovered from ground and ashes in Auschwitz-Birkenau, after this site of mass murder had been liberated. The ten Auschwitz "scrolls" by five authors, all members of Sonderkommando, represent central documents of the Holocaust. Polian tells the story of their discovery, identification, translation, and publication. Zalman Leventhal's notes are the last to be published. Polian sees their distinction in their author's self-assumed role as a chronicler who was, nevertheless, far from neutral. Unlike other Sonderkommando underground "chronicles," Leventhal explicitly rejected a historiosophic, literary, or psychological style of narration. Polian includes in his introduction Leventhal's biography and offers an analysis of his specific writing style, which revealed his troubled psychological state and his sense of mission.

					Alina Polonskaya, who did the first Russian translation of texts by Leventhal for this publication in AI, added her own introduction in which she discusses Leventhal's Yiddish and his writing style, and explains her translation choices.
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