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New in Paperback

The Captive Sea
Slavery, Communication, and 
Commerce in Early Modern 
Spain and the Mediterranean

Daniel Hershenzon

Winner of the Best First Book 
Prize by the Association 
for Spanish and Portuguese 
Historical Studies

“A thoroughly researched, 
clearly structured, convincingly 
argued and richly documented 
monograph on slavery in the 
early modern western Mediter-
ranean . . . It is time to follow 
the stories of how slaves shaped 
the communities at home and abroad, and Hershenzon’s book will be 
an indispensable part of this enterprise.”—Bulletin of Spanish Studies

“The breadth and depth of research, the insight with which Hershen-
zon draws out the significance of the sources, and the clarity of his 
writing all make this an impressive and convincing book.”—Bulletin for 
Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies

The Captive Sea explores the entangled histories of Muslim and Chris-
tian captives—and, by extension, of the Spanish Empire, Ottoman 
Algiers, and Morocco—in the seventeenth-century to argue that piracy, 
captivity, and redemption helped shape the Mediterranean as an inte-
grated region at the social, political, and economic levels.

Paperback $29.95 | Ebook $29.95

Advancing knowledge, fostering collaboration, informing the future


