
magic, ritual, and witchcraft

Adam Ashforth, University of Michigan

Ana Mariella Bacigalupo, The University at Buffalo

Gideon Bohak, Tel Aviv University

Elias Bongmba, Rice University

Krzysztof Bracha, Jan Kochanowski University, Kielce

James Brennan, University of Illinois, Urbana

Nils Bubant, University of Aarhus

Yvonne Chireau, Swarthmore College

Owen Davies, University of Hertfordshire

Johannes Dillinger, Oxford Brookes University

Marion Gibson, University of Exeter

Richard Golden, University of North Texas

Margarita Guillory, Boston University

Tamar Herzig, Tel Aviv University

Graham Jones, MIT

Laurel Kendall, American Museum of Natural History

Frank Klaassen, University of Saskatchewan

Gabor Klaniczay, Central European University

Sabina Magliocco, University of British Columbia

P. G. Maxwell-Stuart, University of St Andrews

H. C. Erik Midelfort, University of  Virginia

Amira Mittermaier, University of  Toronto

Lynn Mollenauer, University of North Carolina at Wilmington

John Monroe, Iowa State University

Ann E. Moyer, University of Pennsylvania

Isak Niehaus, Brunel University London

Basile Ndjio,  University of Douala

Michael Puett, Harvard University

Kate Ramsey, University of Miami

Raquel Romberg, Tel Aviv University

Todd Sanders, University of  Toronto

Paul Stoller, West Chester University

Randall Styers, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Emma Varley, Brandon University

Alexis S. Wells-Oghoghomeh, Vanderbilt University

EDITORIAL BOARD

The journal continually accepts submissions.  Submit articles with abstract and keywords via Scholastica:
 https://app.scholasticahq.com/journals/mrw/manuscripts/new.  

If you have an idea for a special issue, review essay, or book forum, we welcome inquiries; please contact Claire Fanger, 
cfanger@rice.edu, Michael Ostling, Michael.Ostling@asu.edu, or Laurel Zwissler, zwiss1l@cmich.edu.

Direct all business and subscription correspondence to Journals Division, University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 3905 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104-4112. Phone: 215.898.6261. Fax: 215.746.3636. 
Email: journals@pobox.upenn.edu. 

Front cover: Ostrobothnian cunning woman Lovisa Törndal in front of her cottage, 1916. Valter W. Forsblom, Lovisa 
Törndals Backstuga, (1916): SLS 269_6. Reprinted with permission.

FOUNDING EDITORS

Michael Bailey     

Brian Copenhaver

EDITORS

Claire Fanger

Michael Ostling     Laurel Zwissler                  

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Michael Bailey    Robert Blunt

                    Richard Kieckhefer      Matthew Melvin-Koushki

BOOK REVIEW EDITORS

     Stanislav Panin     Arina Zaytseva

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA PRESS             www.pennpress.org

Anna Zieglerin and the 
Lion’s Blood
Alchemy and End Times in 
Reformation Germany

Tara Nummedal

Winner of the Pfizer Award, granted 
by the History of Science Society 

“Anna Zieglerin and the Lion’s Blood 
is perfect for historians and general 
readers alike. It is written in a vivid 
and accessible language, and by 
adopting a nonjudgmental style of reporting Nummedal decisively 
differs from her predecessors: she refuses to make value judgments 
about Anna’s wondrous and outrageous claims and brand the 
alchemist a simple charlatan. Instead, she presents the story of a 
complex and tragic individual, who came up with a unique theory 
of heavenly alchemy.” 
—Magic, Ritual, and Witchcraft

In 1573, the alchemist Anna Zieglerin gave her patron, the Duke of 
Braunschweig-Wolfenbüttel, the recipe for an extraordinary sub-
stance she called the lion’s blood. She claimed that this golden oil 
could stimulate the growth of plants, create gemstones, transform 
lead into the coveted philosophers’ stone—and would serve a crit-
ical role in preparing for the Last Days. Boldly envisioning herself 
as a Protestant Virgin Mary, Anna proposed that the lion’s blood, 
paired with her own body, could even generate life, repopulating 
and redeeming the corrupt world in its final moments.
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