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New

“As a generation of scholars have recaptured the American 
Civil War’s messiness, Randall Gooden reminds us that 
West Virginia—a border state born out of the conflict—
may have been the messiest. In The Governor’s Pawns, 
Gooden reveals how the state government’s hostage-taking 
became more centered on revenge and control, thus 
splintering communities and bedeviling policymakers.”

— Steven E. Nash, author of Reconstruction’s Ragged Edge: 
The Politics of Postwar Life in the Southern Mountains
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