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Forthcoming in Paperback

Engaging the  
Ottoman Empire
Vexed Mediations, 1690–
1815 
Daniel O’Quinn

Shortlisted for the Indiana 
Center for Eighteenth-Century 
Studies Kenshur Prize

“Daniel O’Quinn’s magisterial 
Engaging the Ottoman Empire 
illuminates how aesthetic forms 
and knowledge practices me-
diate affective, cultural, erotic, 
and political relations across 
competing spatial and temporal 
scales. The book summons a 
dazzling array of materials— 
paintings, travel narratives, memoirs, letters, maps, poems, buildings, 
antiquarian collections— to testify to the complexity of European rela-
tions with the Ottoman Empire during the long eighteenth century. The 
sheer abundance and variety of objects thrust the reader into multifarious 
timeframes, for the artifacts the book analyzes are composed of materials, 
techniques, meanings, assumptions, and allusions that belong to multiple 
moments and that age, die, or become obsolete at different paces.” 
—Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture

In a series of eight interlocking chapters, Daniel O’Quinn presents sus-
tained and detailed case studies of particular objects, personalities, and 
historical contexts, framing intercultural encounters between East and 
West through a set of key concerns: translation, mediation, sociability, 
and hospitality. Richly illustrated and provocatively argued, Engaging the 
Ottoman Empire demonstrates that study of the Ottoman world is vital to 
understanding European modernity.
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Advancing knowledge, fostering collaboration, informing the future


