
published quarterly at louisiana state university

coeditor and poetry editor coeditor and prose editor
Jessica Faust Sacha Idell

subscriptions manager editorial assistant
Jenny Keegan Preety Sidhu



 Library of Congress Catalog Number 36- 25494
Copyright © 2020 by Louisiana State University Press

designer: Barbara Neely Bourgoyne
typeface: Adobe Minion Pro

masthead illustration: Live Oak by Barry Moser, 2004. Woodcut.
printer: Data Reproductions

on the cover: Mistakes Are the Portals of Discovery by Leslie Elliottsmith, 2016. Photographic 
pigment print on rag paper, 13 x 18 in., edition of 25. Copyright © Leslie Elliottsmith, courtesy of the artist.

Artworks by Leslie Elliottsmith appear on pages 581–588. 
Copyright © Leslie Elliottsmith, courtesy of the artist.

“Commercial Leech Farming Today” by Th omas Lux from New & Selected Poems: 1975–1995. 
Copyright © 1997 by Th omas Lux. Reprinted by permission of Houghton Miffl  in Harcourt 

Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Periodicals postage paid at Baton Rouge, LA 70803 and additional mailing offi  ces.

Th e Southern Review (ISSN 0038- 4534) is published 4 times in 12 months by LSU Press, 338 Johnston Hall, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803. Individual subscription rates are $40 for one year ($35 for students), $70 
for two years, $90 for three years, and $12 for single copies ($10 for students); institutional subscriptions 
are $90 for one year, $120 for two years, $150 for three years, and $24 for single copies. It is distributed in 
North America by Kent News.

Th e Southern Review is available to subscribers on microfi lm from ProQuest (Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106) 
and on microfi che from Kraus Microform (Millwood, New York 10546- 1035). Abstracts of essays and reviews, 
beginning with volume 4, number 1 (January 1968), through volume 12, number 4 (October 1976), are on fi le 
at the Modern Language Association Abstract Offi  ce, 62 Fift h Avenue, New York, New York 10011. Articles 
appearing in this journal are abstracted and indexed in Humanities International Complete, Book Review 
Index, EBSCO Publishing, Historical Abstracts, and/or America: History and Life, Humanities Index, MLA 
Inter national Bibliography, and Poem Finder. Th e Southern Review is available electronically to libraries 
via Project Muse: http://muse.jhu.edu.

Th e Southern Review is a member of the Council of Literary Magazines and Presses. LSU is an equal oppor-
tunity university for both educational and employment purposes. We accept unsolicited prose submit-
ted online September 1–December 1 and unsolicited poetry submitted online September 1–January 1. 
Unsolicited mailed submissions will be recycled unopened. Only previously unpublished works will be 
considered. Contributions, subscriptions, and advertising matter should be addressed to Th e Southern 
Review. Postmaster: Send address changes to Th e Southern Review, 338 Johnston Hall, LSU, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 70803.

James Lee Burke
Augusten Burroughs

John Burt
Cathy Coates
Billy Collins

Rita Dove

Albert Goldbarth
Ava Leavell Haymon

Judy Kahn
Sabrina King
Alex Lemon

David Madden

Jill McCorkle
Barry Moser

Stewart O’Nan
Jayne Anne Phillips
Elizabeth Spencer

Allen Wier

the southern review advisory board


