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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  313 76 The Audacity of Obama Friday, 07 November 2008 Barack Obama is brighter by far than a star and the spectacular manner in which he has shot his way from the outhouse to the White House constitutes an unprecedented landmark in World History. He has made history as the first Blackman to become President of the United States. What makes the guy tick is a combination of character, charisma and composure. The prevailing socio-economic conditions in America have also been quite conducive. In the early days of the presidential campaign, he once said, in response to remarks about his stature, “I may be thin, but, I am tough. I come from Chicago!” At that moment I thought he really was going to need all the audacity of a Chicago gangster to knife his way through the rough terrain of political campaigning. That the son of an African (not African-American) father and an American mother had dared to consider running for the highest office in the United States required a driving force that is by far deeper and stronger than a mere belief in the American dream. It is a driving force that is anchored in old time religion, profound compassion, and full-blooded empathy. In his book published in 2006, “The Audacity of Hope” which can be considered as his political manifesto, Barack Obama explores the contours of his religious faith: “There are some things that I am absolutely sure about - the Golden Rule, the need to battle cruelty in all its forms, the value of love and charity, humility and grace.” He explains that “when I read the Bible, I do so with a belief that it is not a static text but the Living Word and that I must be continually open to new revelations…” While Obama keeps his mind open to new revelations, he says he is “not willing to accept a reading 314 of the Bible that considers an obscure line in Romans to be more defining of Christianity than the Sermon on the Mount.” In short, he believes that the Biblical injunction that “Love thy neighbour as thyself” and the lesson drawn from the parable of the good Samaritan form the core of the guiding principles for all humanity and do not lend themselves to any ambiguous interpretations. Obama’s bid for the American presidency did not emerge on the spur of some whimsical urge to undertake an adventure for the sake of adventure. His bid was rooted in a well calculated design to shatter the centuries-old myth of racism and racial stereotypes. Obama’s audacity is rooted in the ancient iconoclastic tradition of Prometheus, the anti-slavery advocacy of Graville Sharp, Clarkson, and William Wilberforce - all white men who gave meaning to the religious assertion that all men are equal in the eyes of God. They were encouraged in this by a little known black slave from Nigeria, Olaudah, Equiano aka Gustav Vassa, who bought his freedom and wrote an account in 1788 (the first novel by an African) of his experience of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. What Obama has done is to accomplish the centuries-old belief of the founding founders of the United States, the Thomas Jeffersons, Alexander Hamiltons, Benjamin Franklins, the architects of the American Constitution (the Federalist Papers) also unequivocally declared that “we hold this truth as self-evident that all men are created equal…” What Obama has done is to accomplish the decades-old dream of the black civil rights leaders, the Martin Luther Kings, W.E.B. Du Bois; African leaders like Kwame Nkrumah, Nelson Mandela; Black Power activists like Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman, Malcom X who all swore by the principle of the equality of man. Breaking away from the shackles of racism, man’s most dangerous myth, has been the most difficult step Obama had to overcome to undertake his short, but daunting walk to the White House, the path to which had been partially cleared by an earlier pathfinder, the Reverend Jesse Jackson in 1984. [54.80.246.116] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 14:29 GMT) 315 In his recollection of the funeral for Rosa Parks, the black seamstress who sparked off the civil rights movement by refusing to surrender her seat in a bus to a white boy in 1955, Obama had this to say: “The choir sang; the pastor said an opening prayer. Former President Bill Clinton rose to speak and began to describe what it had... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9789956791804
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9789956791774
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					881137465
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					370
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-06-06
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	