
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Voices from Africa and Beyond: A Collection of Poems

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Happy Birthday (to Gisele)
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   F. Ayuninjam
						  
												
						
	
							LANGAA RPCIG
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  50 Happy Birthday (to Gisèle) The clocks chimed midnight And quickly ushered the world Into Friday, July Fourth, Eighty. But you particularly passed Into the Seventeenth – So your heart leapt with the time That meant all for you. Ahead lie dinners and cocktails, Wishes from loved ones And tokens from sweethearts To share a great day. Today you unsheathe yourself As you enter your Seventeenth To receive the benediction of Venus, Which will not with dusk perish But will forever with you abide. As your limbs grow and flesh deepens, So too should your mind and senses broaden So at noon you will find yourself Regretless, fully on the beat. Now muse: Oh ever-ready Venus, teach me To open my heart where’s no deceit, To smile where I’ll be answered, To kiss where’s no sting To know voices that will reckon my birth hereafter. 51 As Birthday Seventeen crows forth, loving Father, Give me an immaculate heart – That I may smile truly to friends; An invulnerable spirit – That friendships never must flee; A most charitable heart – That love, before lust, can share in sentiments; A good sense of judgment – That I may show justice to my world; Patience and forgiveness – That I can be an example; Knowledge and wisdom – That I may be a good shepherd; This double thread of my life – That I may never be surprised. ... 
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