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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  93 Owona´s “Jealous” Constitution ‘‘J ealous of its independence and sovereignty…..” So opens the preamble of Joseph Owana´s draft constitution, fraudulently presented as the work of the 1991 Tripartite Technical Committee on Constitutional Matters. Have you read through this document yet? I have just finished reading through it. My first impressions? Well, the son of Gobata is nowhere near the sort of experts and specialists they tell us are responsible for writing this constitution. Nevertheless, I am honestly quite amazed that any group of educated Cameroonians, let alone experts, in 23 sessions (dixit Owona), some of which “lasted far into the night,” could present such a mediocre document as the result of a serious national assignment. My bet is that Owona wrote up this whole thing alone and thatheprobablyfirstwroteitintheFanglanguage,orsomething like that, before translating it. During the opening ceremony when he was presenting this draft to the P.M, I actually heard him say that it had been translated into French and English. So it must originally have been written in another language. In any case, it is quite clear that nobody for whom English is the first foreign language ever read through this draft before publication. The learned professor must have personally translated it into English himself without even allowing personal acolytes like Ephraim Ngwafor of “The Debate” fame to glace through it. I hear Ngwafor went through Sasse. The grammatical and syntactical howlers in this document are such that any true Sasse boy would need his red pen for almost every article. But we can’t go into all that here. 94 Godfrey B. Tangwa (Rotcod Gobata) Let me illustrate with only one or two examples, not at the level of grammar but at the level of ideas. “Jealous of ”? How can anybody be jealous of his own independence and sovereignty? You are jealous of someone else for something he or she has, etc. You may be proud (not jealous) of what you have or of what you have acquired etc. So, to say that the people of Cameroon are jealous of their own independence and sovereignty is completely senseless. If a drunkard made a statement like that, we could excuse him for getting his ideas mixed up with a little wine. But to propose this as the opening sentence of a country’s Constitution, is simply outrageous. For all I know, the French expression “Jaloux de son independence et de sa souveraineté” might make sense in French. (Psychological factors have prevented me from really mastering the French language). But its literal translation is quite meaningless in English. Haley Brookes, the Director of the British Council and Her Majesty the Queen’s Chief Representative on Cultural Affairs here, can correct me if I am wrong on this point. The first sentence of Article 10 states: “Freedom of belief and thought and freedom to profess religious and philosophical faith shall be inviolate.” Is this article conferring a freedom or acknowledging the existence of one? You guess is as good as mine. But note that “beliefs” are a subset of “thoughts.” To talk of “belief and thought” is a woolly way of thinking. What about “religious or philosophical faith”? “Religious faith” is a tautology. Is there anything like “philosophical faith”? That sounds like a contradiction in terms. We hear there are philosophers on the committee. Let them tell us. But if we apply our own Ockham´s razor, this chaotic sentence simply wants to say: Freedom of thought and expression shall be protected. Don’t get me wrong. I’m not about to contribute to the “Large débat” which they say we should do through newspapers. My own contribution, made at Buea during the AAC and here in Yaounde after the AAC, is with Simon [52.54.220.31] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 23:22 GMT) 95 I Spit on their Graves: Testimony Relevant to the Democratization Struggle Munzu and Co. All I really want to point out here is that the New Deal regime of Dr. Paul Biya is about to miss another good opportunity which could lead to its easing itself out of power with grace, honour and even the applause of the Cameroonian masses. It is the same old game of manipulations, cajoleries, intimidations and bold lies. In characteristic fashion, the regime wants to push rubbish down the throats of Cameroonians with impunity and arrogance. Realism and a little honesty clearly indicate that the Anglophone problem can no longer be swept under the... 
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