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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  95 4: McNationalism in Singapore© 2001 Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore McNationalism in Singapore LEE WENG CHOY 4 Ideology is not a dreamlike illusion that we build to escape insupportable reality; in its basic dimension it is a fantasy-construction which serves as a support for our “reality” itself … (Slavoj Zizek, The Sublime Object of Ideology) The camera loves Manhattan. Each gaze is an immediate infatuation — with the skyscrapers and their great shadows, with the way Central Park in June carves a giant green rectangle out of grey concrete, with the bricks of old brownstones, the bright big city lights. From chic uptown Madison Avenue to the dirty surrealism of the Lower East Side, from a Wall Street frenzy to a 42nd Street hustle, the camera has raced to catch every detail: to climb up to the Chrysler Building gargoyles, to recognize a famous face in the crowd, or to pity a homeless person sleeping in a sidewalk bed of newspapers and cardboard. The first time I saw New York — not counting the time when I lived there as a toddler — I was overwhelmed like most everyone else is when he is in the presence of something so big. But my sense of awe had as much to do with having grown up in Manila on a diet of images from America. America was the “Other” for me, the central object of my imagination, fascination, and desire. That autumn day in 1981, as I wandered around Manhattan, things would seem familiar, although I ISEAS DOCUMENT DELIVERY SERVICE. No reproduction without permission of the publisher: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace, SINGAPORE 119614. FAX: (65)7756259; TEL: (65) 8702447; E-MAIL: publish@iseas.edu.sg Lee Weng Choy 96© 2001 Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore had never actually seen them or could not possibly have remembered them from when my mother pushed me around in a stroller. The explanation for this déjà vu is that I must have seen the thing in question or something similar on television, in a movie or a picture. Even now when I visit the city, I have no grasp of the thing itself; everything is always mediated by a mythology of images. That, however, has not made me any less enchanted with the place. On the contrary, the image, the fetish instead, has become the object of desire. There is always a doubt that I am really there, always the comparison with the screen, and soon enough I will have left, and my memory of the city will have become grafted with the many images stored in mind from cinema, television, and photography . By virtue of being one of the most photographed, filmed, and televised cities, New York claims a spectacular place in the world’s imagination . For many — resident, visitor, or one who’s never been there — the city is a metonym for a whole country, the United States of America piled onto a rock thirteen-and-a-half miles long and two-and-a-half miles wide. Yet the representing of New York is hardly unique. All of the United States, from its major metropolises to its highways, farmlands, and small towns, has been endlessly signified. America is an imaginary invented as much by itself as by others. No other place and no other identity are more articulated: either with such enormous volume and repetition in the mass media, or with such subtlety and complexity in diverse discourses from academic theory to African-American hip-hop music. I begin this chapter about cultural nationalism in Singapore with a paragraph reminiscent of Woody Allen’s prologue-paean in his film Manhattan so as to put to the forefront the United States as a fantasy space. That there is a preponderance of American cultural forms in Singapore is obvious. The shopping centres teem with imported goods, notably American brands — Levis, Ralph Lauren, Nike, Coke, Mattel, Hewlett Packard, and Time Magazine, to name a few. Franchises like McDonald’s and Pizza Hut practically punctuate the commercial areas of the country, while the movie multiplexes showcase such films as Forrest Gump, Batman and Robin, The English Patient, and other Hollywood fare. Not only do American shows occupy a large share of Singaporean English-language television, even the home-made productions are pat- [3.231.207.239] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 21:38 GMT) 97 4: McNationalism in Singapore© 2001 Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore terned after them (for... 
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