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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  323 The immense amount of public concern about automobile pollution has caused Americans to forget that the predecessor of the auto was also a major source of pollutants. Associated with the horse were most of the problems today attributed to the automobile: air contaminates harmful to health, noxious odors, and noise. By the turn of the twentieth century, horse pollution had become so bad in city streets that writers in popular and scientiﬁc periodicals were demanding “the banishment of the horse from American cities.” The presence of 120,000 horses in New York City, wrote one authority in 1908, is “an economic burden, an aﬀront to cleanliness , and a terrible tax upon human life.”1 The solution to the problems of the horse, agreed the critics, was the adoption of the “horseless carriage”— the automobile. While a concern with clean streets, and with the horse as the principal cause of dirty streets, had been present in European cities as early as the fourteenth century and in American cities from their beginnings, it required a more statistically minded age to measure the actual amount of manure produced by the horse. Sanitary experts in the early part of the twentieth century agreed that the normal city horse produced between ﬁfteen and thirty pounds of manure a day, with the average being about twenty-two pounds. In a city like Milwaukee in 1907, for instance, with a human population of 350,000 and a horse population of 12,500, this meant The Horse—Polluter of the City C H A P T E R X I I 133 tons of manure a day, or an average of nearly three-quarters of a pound of manure per person per day. Or, as the health oﬃcials in Rochester calculated in 1900, the 15,000 horses in that city produced enough manure in a year to make a pile covering an acre of ground 175 feet high and breeding sixteen billion ﬂies.2 The horse population of some other American cities in the early 1900s, after the automobile and the electric streetcar had caused a decline in the number of urban horses, was: Chicago, 83,330; Detroit, 12,000; and Columbus, 5,000. In total, there were probably 3–3.5 million horses in American cities in 1900, as compared with about 17 million living in more bucolic environments. Today, at a time when horseback riding for pleasure is on the rise, the total number of horses in the United States is approximately 5 million. The ratio between horses and people in the nineteenthcentury city was much higher in the days before traction lines were electri- ﬁed. In 1890, after electriﬁcation had already begun, 22,000 horses and mules were still pulling streetcars in New York City and Brooklyn, with another 10,000 performing similar work in Philadelphia and Chicago.3 To a great extent, urban life before the development of electric and cable-powered traction and the automobile moved at the pace of horsedrawn transportation. The evidence of the horse was everywhere—in the piles of manure that littered the streets, attracting swarms of ﬂies and creating an oﬀensive stench; in the iron rings and hitching posts sunk into the pavements for fastening horses’ reins; and in the numerous livery stables that gave oﬀ a mingled smell of horse urine and manure, harness oil and hay. In 1880, when the cities of New York and Brooklyn had a combined human population of 1,764,168 and a horse population somewhere between 150,000 and 175,000, the needs of the quadrupeds were served by 427 blacksmith shops, 249 carriage and wagon enterprises, 262 wheelwright shops, and 290 establishments dealing in saddles and harnesses. On a typical day in 1885, 7,811 horse-drawn vehicles, many with teams of two or more horses, passed by the busy corner of Broadway and Pine streets in New York City.4 While some of these conveyances were ﬁne carriages drawn by spirited teams, the most common city horses were commercial or work animals. City streets were crowded with large drays, pulled by teams, that hauled 324 The Horse—Polluter of the City freight and did heavy moving; single-horse spring wagons making deliveries to residential areas and adorned with business advertisements; peddling carts and ice and milk wagons; and omnibuses and hacks that carried passengers back and forth to their destinations. Even after the development of the steam engine, urban civilization still depended on... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781935603382
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781884836060
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					868198654
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					419
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	