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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Gordion is one of the few sites in the Middle East, outside of the Levant and Egypt, with ongoing archaeological excavations and research since 1950 (Fig. 1-1). Research at Gordion has always been highly innovative: for example, in the 1950s Gordion provided some of the ﬁrst radiocarbon samples to the new radiocarbon lab at the University of Pennsylvania Museum, and early magnetometer studies were conducted by Elizabeth Ralph, the director of the Museum Applied Science Center, on the Citadel Mound. More recently, multidisciplinary environmental, analytic, and chronometric projects have advanced new methods. With a long history of research and excavation, Gordion provides an exceptional opportunity to study speciﬁc historical and archaeological questions. For example, studies of both new and previously excavated material are providing insights into the exchange systems of the 1st millennium BC and early centuries AD. Despite its inland location (Chapter 4 this volume), Gordion was closely linked to Eastern Mediterranean trade networks. New evidence also reveals shifting trade alliances and exchange with groups to the east (Chapter 8 this volume). Gordion is also one of the key sites in central Anatolia that offer a long occupation sequence from the Early Bronze Age to the early 1st millennium AD (Voigt 1997). With a selection of widely dispersed sites like Gordion, Boğazköy, Alişar, and Sardis, we are beginning to understand the nature of early civilizations during the Late Bronze and Iron Ages. How did Gordion interact with the Hittite Empire? How did the Phrygians and Midas create and consolidate a new state in central Anatolia? What was its economic basis? How did it ﬁt into the regional economic and political structures of the day? These are questions that the research presented here is beginning to answer. From a methodological point of view, Gordion also has brought together researchers who bridge several archaeological and material science disciplines. Interest in the site was originally stimulated by historical accounts, such as those of Herodotus and later Greek and Roman authors, but since about 1985 a broader set of questions about the Phrygians and their landscape has developed. Alongside archaeological research, Gordion has also become an important center for innovations in site and monument conservation (Chapters 15–17 this volume). For all of these reasons, and others, research at Gordion is signiﬁcant not only to those with speciﬁc interests in ancient Anatolia, but also to a wider range of people interested in more general processes of cultural interaction, state 1 RECENT WORK AT GORDION LISA KEALHOFER Figure 1-1 Turkey, showing the location of Gordion and other major sites mentioned. [44.201.69.160] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 13:58 GMT) 3 development and collapse, as well as the practicalities of how people protect sites and artifacts for future generations. This book aims to present an accessible summary of much of the recent research on Gordion and the Phrygians. While the University of Pennsylvania Museum Monographs on Gordion provide a scholarly venue for individual, detailed studies, no summaries of the current research at the site are available. This book seeks to ﬁll that void. Compiling all current research at Gordion is beyond the scope of this project, but the chapters provide a substantial sample of the range of ongoing research projects for the University of Pennsylvania Museum’s Gordion Project. The wide range of research at Gordion is grouped here into four sections: site history and excavations, artifact analyses, regional survey, and site and artifact conservation. PART I EXCAVATIONS, HISTORY, AND DATING AT GORDION The current Director of the Gordion Project, G. Kenneth Sams, discusses the history of excavations at Gordion from work by the Körte brothers at the turn of the 20th century to the beginning of the current excavations in 1988. The vast quantity of material excavated by Rodney Young, from 1950 to 1974, continues to stimulate research on a variety of fronts, from architectural conservation (see Chapters 16 and 17 this volume) to re-assessments of excavation contexts and dating (e.g., Chapter 4 this volume). Mary Voigt, the current Director of Excavations and Survey, presents the goals and some of the achievements of excavations since 1988 (Chapter 3). Recent excavations have explored a very different set of goals, as non-elite areas of the site have been investigated to provide a more representative view of life at ancient Gordion. Evidence related to craft activities (including metal production), mortuary patterns, and cultural/demographic changes are part of the more detailed and... 
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