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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 22 Job Hunting in the (Semi-)Gloom Tuesday, 23 November 1982 When AF lifted oﬀ from Kinshasa at : a.m., Art Fletcher waved at the Zairians and said with a sardonic sneer, “So long, brothuh!” It was a six-and-a-half-hour ﬂight back to Cape Verde, during which we passed close to a special geographic spot: ˚' longitude east–west and ˚' latitude north–south—where the prime meridian meets the equator in the Gulf of Guinea. The Admiral stood next to me, getting something out of his briefcase . I said softly, “I’d like a few minutes with you to talk about something that’s been on my mind for a few months.” He said he’d do it. A couple of hours later, the Bushes invited the Ruppes into the cabin to have lunch. This freed the seats next to the Admiral, and with Jennifer elsewhere, he nodded to me. Well rehearsed, I made my short and simple statement that “it’s time for me to move on and look for a job in an agency with responsibility, etc.” The Admiral’s initial reaction was to indicate the VP’s cabin and say, “It’ll be a shock to him, because he relies on you so much.” But he added, “You’re thinking the right way,” inasmuch as there is nothing of substance on our staﬀ. I said I’d like something in Defense, where I could get both management and national security experience. He thought aloud that I could get a deputy assistant secretaryship in one of the services. With his Pentagon background , the Admiral’s thinking such a thing is possible was both surprising and gratifying. Several hours later, after another combination refueling-and-oﬃcial-visit to Cape Verde, I hurried out to the plane to be ready when GB came aboard. As soon as he had changed into casual togs and was repacking his suitcase, I asked if I could speak with him for a few minutes sometime during the ﬁght to Bermuda. He said I could have it right then. I made my “short and simple” declaration again. Caught by surprise, GB settled into his chair and said, job hunting in the (semi-)gloom 251 “First of all, I think you’re smart as hell to want to do it,” adding he has long felt that people should be in staﬀ jobs only till they can get something better. He absolutely endorsed my desire to get some management experience and asked what I’d like. He was somewhat less encouraging about DOD than was the Admiral, but he said I can count on his support and (more important) his active help in pursuing an appointment. GB worries about competition from defeated members of Congress, and I said I am well aware this project will be long and tough. In talking about who will ﬁll my political duties on staﬀ, GB said he’s become “philosophical” about , musing that he would have the same problem Mondale has in being tied to an unpopular president. He even said he was “philosophical” about being kept on the ticket, though I think he’s guaranteed that. All this suggests GB fears (as I have all year) that the question is not so much who will be the Republican nominee for president in  as whether the Republican nomination will be worth anything. Not wanting to prolong my conversation with GB, I thanked him and once again got his strong oﬀer of backing. I could not have asked for more. Sunday, 5 December 1982 I was at the White House this afternoon when Jim Baker, just back from South America with the President, came in for an NSC meeting. He showed me a copy of the letter ex-Reagan political aide and press secretary Lyn Nofziger sent to the  Reagan leaders, calling for a meeting tomorrow to discuss . The key portions read: “I think it is important that the next presidential election be a Reagan-Bush campaign, not a Bush-Reagan campaign . . . . [We must] try to get hold of the campaign organizations. Frankly, while I’m conﬁdent that the President is going to run, I’m not conﬁdent that the campaign will be run by Reaganites.” It was a clear slap at Jim, who told me he asked the President, “How long do I have to work for you before I’m a Reaganite?” RR assured Jim he considered him one. At JAB’s behest... 
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