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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  [ 47 ] BERT JONES QUARTERBACK —Baltimore Colts, – —Los Angeles Rams,  Bert Jones was one of the National Football League’s premier quarterbacks in the s and early s. His father was a prominent NFL player and coach, and Jones discusses his childhood exposure to pro football, which included being the Cleveland Browns ball boy in training camp. He explains how he developed as a quarterback in high school in northern Louisiana, and at Louisiana State University . He also discusses the recruiting process in college football. An All-American at LSU who went to three bowl games, Jones discusses the college athlete’s football and academic experience. Jones was the Baltimore Colts’ number-one draft choice, the second player selected in the NFL draft. He discusses adjusting to pro defenses, which were far more complex than in college. Quarterback is the most important position in football, and Jones provides an in-depth analysis of what is involved in playing it. He identiﬁes the qualities of a good quarterback, and discusses the importance of how the quarterback and the center handle and time the snap. Jones describes the differences in outlook and in what is required in playing offense versus defense. He also explains why there is a signiﬁcant home ﬁeld advantage in football. In addition, Jones discusses the labor issues and player walkouts during his period in the NFL, including his leading a wildcat strike on the Colts, called to protest the ﬁring of head coach Ted Marchibroda and his staff. He describes his disenchantment as the Colts owner’s meddling pushed a team that had won division championships into decline and his trade to the Los Angeles Rams. Jones discusses how players handle getting hurt, and the career-ending injury he sustained when he broke his neck in a game. Finally, Jones examines the changes [ 48 ] BERT JONES Bert Jones, Baltimore Colts quarterback. Courtesy of Bert Jones. [34.205.135.189] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 08:23 GMT) in pro football since his retirement in , expressing his displeasure with the narcissistic end-zone dances, “the pointing the ﬁngers and the taunting.” STEPHEN NORWOOD: You must have had a very interesting childhood, given that your father was a very prominent professional football player with a legendary team, the Cleveland Browns of the All-America Football Conference (AAFC) and later the NFL, and then became a coach in the NFL. He was telling me a little bit today about how you grew up in the training camp. He made it a provision that he would be allowed to bring his family to training camp. What was it like having him as a father, and could you describe your early connection to sports? BERT JONES: The ﬁrst question is, you have kind of a unique background. From other people’s eyes that may be true, but for me, having a father who was a professional football player and coach, going to an NFL training camp while I was growing up, and being a ball boy for an NFL team didn’t seem unusual to me. Nor did knowing my father’s good friends—the Otto Grahams, the Lou Grozas, the Dante Lavellis, the Mac Speedies, and the Marion Motleys. That was just the way I grew up. It seemed the norm. Everybody else who didn’t have a father who was a professional football player seemed abnormal to me. Because we lived in an environment in north Louisiana where my parents and generations back grew up, the mystique of being a professional athlete didn’t seem as grandiose as it might seem now. My father’s job was to go away from August to right after Thanksgiving to play football, and then to come back and run the lumberyard. SN: Did the other boys who went to elementary school with you envy you? Did you want to become a pro football player? BJ: Football was certainly big to a lot of us, but you did not have the constant exposure to professional sports then that you do now. Because of my background , as a child I didn’t think of anything else except aspiring to play professional sports. A lot of people wanted to play high school ball. I thought that was all right. A lot of people wanted to play college ball. I thought of that as the only way to get to pro ball. The norm for me was to be a professional football player. SN: Well, at what... 
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