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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Duty of Americans 433 The Duty of Americans, at the Present Crisis timothy dwight 1798 *Gr. Demons † The Darius of Daniel at the effusion of which is accomplished a wonderful and most affecting convulsion of this guilty world, and the ﬁnal ruin of the Antichristian empire. The circumstances of this amazing event are exhibited at large in the remainder of this, and in the three succeeding chapters. Instead of employing the time, allowed by the present occasion, in stating the several opinions of commentators concerning this remarkable prophecy, opinions which you can examine at your leisure, I shall, as brieﬂy as may be, state to you that, which appears to me to be its true meaning . This is necessary to be done, to prepare you for the use of it, which is now intended to be made. In the 12th verse, under a natural allusion to the manner in which the ancient Babylon was destroyed, a description is given us of the measures, used by the Most High to prepare the way for the destruction of the spiritual Babylon. The river Euphrates surrounded the walls, and ran through the middle, of the ancient Babylon, and thus became the means of its wealth, strength and safety. When Cyrus and Cyaxares,† the kings of Persia and Media, or, in the Jewish phraseology, of the east, took this celebrated city, they dried up, or emptied, the waters of the Euphrates, out of its proper channel, by turning them into a lake, or more probably a sunken region of the country, above the city. They then entered by the channel which passed through the city, made themselves masters of it, and overturned the empire. The emptying, or drying up, of the waters of the real Euphrates thus prepared the way of the real kings of the east for the destruction of the city and empire of the real Babylon. The drying up of the waters of the ﬁgurative Euphrates in the like manner prepares the way of the ﬁgurative kings of the east for the destruction of the city and empire of the ﬁgurative Babylon. The terms waters, Euphrates, kings, east, Babylon, are all ﬁgurative or symbolical ; and are not to be understood as denoting real kings, or a real east, any more than a real Euphrates, or a real Timothy Dwight (1752–1817) was a strict Calvinist minister, an author of patriotic songs and poems, president of Yale College, and secretary of the Hartford Convention that considered New England’s grievances arising from the War of 1812 (see the next selection). The sermon reproduced here was preached on the Fourth of July, 1798, in the midst of the crisis rooted in American disagreements with the French revolutionary government. The Duty of Americans, at the Present Crisis Behold I come as a thief: Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. Revelation XVI. xv. This passage is inserted as a parenthesis in the account of the sixth vial. To feel its whole force it will be necessary to recur to that account, and to examine it with some attention . It is given in these words. V. 12. “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the king of the east might be prepared.” 13. “And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.[”] 14. “For they are the spirits of * devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth, and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.” 15. “Behold I come as a thief: Blessed is he that watcheth , and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.” 16. “And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” To this account is subjoined that of the seventh vial; 434 state versus federal authority Babylon. The whole meaning of the prophet is, I apprehend , that God will, under this vial, so diminish the wealth, strength, and safety, of the spiritual or ﬁgurative Babylon, as effectually to prepare the way for its destroyers. In the remaining verses an event is predicted, of a totally different kind; which is also to take place in... 
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