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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  49 thr ee The Earliest Designs N o firsthand textual descriptions of William Saunders’s Graceland design have survived, but two reports he wrote around the time he obtained the Graceland commission suggest his design approach. The first, an account of his plan of Hunting Park, appeared in the October 1858 Horticulturist, only a few months after his Chicago stay with Bryan at Bird’s Nest. In his layout for this park in Philadelphia, Saunders noted, he had “not attempted to produce intricacy by an arrangement of tortuous or abrupt curving walks, but the various groups will be planted sufficiently thick, and intermixed with appropriate undergrowing plants, so as to produce a fresh change of scenery at every step, and thus avoid tameness of expression.”1 This description suggests the fluidity of Graceland’s layout, and it offers an insight into the nature of the planting and the spatial qualities he may have envisioned for the cemetery. The second report, dated February 12, 1859, accompanied his unsuccessful entry in the competition to design Fairmount Park, also in Philadelphia. Written the same year Saunders secured the Graceland job, the document sets out his design objectives for the new park: 1. The preservation of the natural beauties of the ground, existing trees and other vegetation. 2. To provide a sufficient number of roads and walks, both for carriages and pedestrians, from which the beauties of the grounds and surrounding scenery may be observed. 3. To arrange additional plantations so as not to obstruct de- 50 Graceland Cemetery sirable views; to form combinations varied and pleasing, both in color and outline; and at the same time provide all desirable shade and shelter without detracting from these important specialities. 4. To form a design capable of further embellishment in the future, without detracting from its present or future merits. 5. Economy of construction.2 It is likely that Saunders had the same general aims in his design for Graceland, but for most of the specifics of his plan for the cemetery we must turn to the only image of it known to have escaped Chicago’s Great Fire of 1871. This undated lithograph, titled “Graceland Cemetery, being Subdivision of the South Part, East of Green Bay Road, SW ¼ Section 17 T40N R14 E,” is the earliest known representation of the cemetery’s initial layout.3 (Fig. 3.1) The plan records “Wm. Saunders of Philadelphia” and “Swain Nelson of Chicago” as the designers and “E[dmund]. Bixby” and “S[amuel]. S[ewell]. Greeley” (1824–1916) as the site’s surveyors. It was made by the well-known Chicago lithographer and engraver Charles Shober, whom Graceland probably commissioned to produce the document as its foundation or record plan.4 Although the plan attributes the cemetery’s layout to both Saunders and Nelson, there is no evidence that the two actually collaborated. Most likely Saunders, after inspecting the site and presumably meeting with Nelson, returned to Philadelphia and produced the plan there, and Nelson then implemented it. In his layout, Saunders organized the cemetery with a fluid, curvilinear network of carriage roads and paths, beginning at the main entrance at the junction of Green Bay Road (now Clark Street) and Albert Street (now Irving Park Road). As we saw in chapter 2, the decision to configure the main entry at the southwest corner of the property was apparently made before either Saunders or Nelson became involved. Saunders did, however, provide a secondary entrance further north, off Green Bay Road, to enable access to the stables that were to be built across the road—prompting us to remember that teams of horses, not motorized vehicles, were used in maintenance operations. In keeping with rural cemetery design tenets, Saunders’s sinuous thoroughfares contrasted sharply with the city’s ubiquitous, unrelenting street gridiron. For Chicagoans , one imagines, a carriage ride through Graceland would have (Opposite) 3.1. The foundation plan of Graceland Cemetery by William Saunders and Swain Nelson (c. 1860). Courtesy Chicago History Museum (ICHi-51565). [3.91.10.104] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 12:50 GMT) The Earliest Designs 51 52 Graceland Cemetery been an ethereal experience. Within this frame of roads and paths Saunders allocated fifty acres for burials, dividing them into twelve sections, alphabetically labeled from A to L. These were then subdivided into thousands of individual grave plots. Beyond its function as a private cemetery, Graceland would also serve as a quasi-public park; indeed, rural cemeteries are today considered precursors to public... 
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