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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  the crackdown the reagan revolution and the war on drugs I could be some dumb scum bag ho that have a lot of money to push my campaign and all I got to say is “drugs” and they’ll elect me immediately. Drugs is the best thing for politicians in America, man!—Harlem crack dealer, ca. 1986 In 1989, journalist Jefferson Morley smoked a rock of crack cocaine and wrote about his experience for the New Republic in “What Crack Is Really Like.” Though Morley was known to indulge in recreational drug use, the piece held deep political significance: it was written as a parody of the sweeping drug sensationalism that he saw pervading the country. Morley concluded that crack was not instantaneously addictive, as it was portrayed in the media, but produced a mere mild euphoric high followed by a brief hangover the next day. “If all you have in life is bad choices,” he wrote, in attempting to highlight the structural variables of race, class, and socioeconomic background that shape addiction patterns, “crack may not be the most unpleasant of them.”1 Besides selling magazines and earning the ire of presidential drug policy adviser William Bennett, who called the author a “defector in the drug war,” Morley’s journalistic stunt captured the zeitgeist of the late 1980s. This was best described in the title of a book by Mike Gray, Drug Crazy.2 By mid-decade, public opinion polls showed that a majority of Americans viewed drugs as among the worst social problems and national security threats plaguing the nation; they were supporting renewed prohibition policies in ever greater numbers.3 The Reagan administration made drug control central to its broader mandate of reviving the nation’s prestige and eradicating the “culture of permissiveness of the 1960s,” which stood guilty, Reagan said, of “contaminating the larger the reagan revolution and the war on drugs 167 society.”4 Though not always explicitly, Vietnam and the enduring myth of the addicted army had an important impact on social attitudes toward drugs in the 1980s and on the determined character of the Reagan antidrug crusade. Reagan officials frequently claimed that “narco-guerrillas” and “terrorists” in Latin America deliberately trafficked drugs into the United States as an act of warfare and sabotage. This claim harked back to similar accusations made against Communist traffickers earlier and tapped into deep-rooted anxieties surrounding the ramifications of drug use in post–Vietnam America, including its purported link to the spread of violence, crime, and an erosion of national strength and power. Reagan’s War on Drugs was designed to address these problems. It also sought to revive public confidence in American social institutions, including the military, purportedly ravaged by drugs during the 1960s and ’70s. Misreading Public Opinion The Carter “Failure” The political underpinning of Reagan’s drug war was partially tied to the shortcomings of predecessor Jimmy Carter, who had left himself susceptible to attack by failing to placate popular concerns over drugs. Commissioner of Customs William Von Raab characteristically commented that before 1981, “fighting the drug war was sort of like being with the Brooklyn Dodgers. It was sort of wait until next year.” Carter saw himself more as part of a winning tradition and had increased federal drug control programs, placing an emphasis on supply-side interdiction.5 With the Middle East supplanting the Golden Triangle as a major source of heroin, Carter boosted federal aid to UN crop substitution and rural development programs in Turkey, Iran, Pakistan, and Afghanistan’s Upper Helmond Valley, and he supported the formation of an antidrug unit in the Afghan national police. He also expanded military and police assistance in the Andes, in response to the growing export of cocaine, and backed a major eradication campaign in Peru’s Upper Huallaga Valley (UHV) in which American-trained security forces were given broad powers of search and seizure and detention.6 In Colombia, Carter tripled the foreign aid budget and signed an extradition treaty with President Julio Turbay Ayala mandating the deportation of high-level traffickers. In Mexico, he simultaneously helped coordinate what journalist Jack Anderson characterized as a Vietnam-style war involving search-and-destroy missions and aerial defoliation campaigns—including flights over marijuana fields—that soiled the land.7 [54.92.194.96] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 10:03 GMT) 168 the crackdown Domestically, Carter’s administration boasted about the arrest of several prominent traffickers, including Harlem kingpin Leroy “Nicky” Barnes, who had been... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781613761182
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781558497054
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					794701598
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					288
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2009

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	