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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  defending emancipation 155 Defending Emancipation Abraham lincoln and the Conkling letter, 1863 Allen C. Guelzo Abraham lincoln might well have believed that “i never in my life was more certain that i was doing right than i do in signing” the Emancipation Proclamation into military law on January 1, 1863. but doing what was right and what was politically viable were two different things. “At no time during the war was the depression among the people of the North so great as in the spring of 1863,” remembered James G. blaine, and largely because “the anti-slavery policy of the President was . . . tending to a fatal division among the people.” The simple fact of announcing his intention to proclaim emancipation back in September had created morepublicangerthanlincoln had anticipated.Williamo.Stoddard,one of lincoln’sWhite House staffers, gloomilyrecalled “howmanyeditors and how many other penmen within these past few days” rose in anger to remind lincoln that this is a war for the union only, and they never gave him any authority to run it as an Abolition war. They never, never told him that he might set the negroes free, and, now that he has done so, or futilely pretended to do so, he 155 E The authorwishes to acknowledge the invaluable assistance given him in the making of this article by michael burlingame, Thomas F. Schwartz (illinois State Historical Preservation Agency), kim bauer (illinois State Historical library), John Sellers (libraryof Congress), and William C. Harris (North Carolina State university). Civil War History, vol. Xlviii No. 4 © 2002 by The kent State university Press 156 allen c. guelzo 1. FrederickSeward, in Recollected Words of Abraham Lincoln, eds. Don and virginia Fehrenbacher (Stanford: Stanford univ. Press, 1996), 397; James G. blaine, Twenty Years of Congress: from Lincoln to Garfield, 2 vols. (Norwich, Conn.: Henry bill, 1884–86), 1:488;“To Hannibal Hamlin,” Sept. 28, 1862, in Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, ed. roy P. basler, 9 vols. (New brunswick, NJ: rutgers univ. Press, 1953–55), 5:444 (hereafter cited as CW);William o. Stoddard, Inside the White House in WarTimes:Memoirs and Reports of Lincoln’s Secretary (1890), ed. michael burlingame (lincoln:univ. of Nebraska Press, 2000), 97. 2. butler to Edward l. Pierce, July 20, 1863, Edward l. Pierce Papers, Houghton library, Harvard university; benjamin Flanders to Salmon P. Chase, Nov. 29, 1862, Abraham lincoln Papers, library of Congress. is a more unconstitutional tyrant and a more odious dictator than ever he was before. They tell him, however, that his edict, his ukase, his decree, his ﬁrman, his venomous blow at the sacred liberty of white men to own black men is mere brutem fulmen, and a dead letter and a poison which will not work. They tell him many other things, and, among them, they tell him that the army will ﬁght no more, and that the hosts of the union will indignantly disband rather than be sacriﬁced upon the bloody altar of fanatical Abolitionism.1 it was not that lincoln or the Proclamation lacked defenders. A long queue of prominent republicans—George boker, Francis lieber, Grosvenor lowrey, and robert Dale owen—promptlyentered the listswith pamphlets and articles. but an equally formidable roster of Northern Democratic critics and jurists— including benjamin Curtis, montgomery Throop, and Joel Parker—were there waiting forthem.Agitation mounted in many places fora negotiated settlement to the war or a national peace convention that would avoid emancipation. “The Darkest hour of our Country’s trial is yet to come,” warned benjamin F. butler. “Nothing is surerthan an assemblyto settle this struggle on the basis of theUnion as it was!” Even worse, it was rumored “that the President will recoil from his Emancipation Proclamation” because of the heavy political costs it imposed.2 in the end, if lincoln had any hope of turning public opinion in favor of emancipation by argument, the arguments would have to be his, and he would have to be his own best apologist for the Proclamation. The surest mark of how lincoln rose to that challenge is the public letter he wrote on August 26, 1863, for James Cook Conkling and a “mass meeting of unconditional union men” in lincoln’s own home town of Springﬁeld, illinois . After months of uncertainty, the Conkling letter signaled that lincoln’s commitment to emancipation was absolute and would not be bargained away in return for concessions by the Confederates. Thus, a straight line runs from [54.86.132.143] Project MUSE (2024-04... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781612777429
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781606351802
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					867739523
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					336
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-08-13
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	