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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  June Thick fog. Low tide. Cormorants fly on and off the island so low that their wings almost touch the glassy surface of the water. The high-pitched peeping of hundreds of chicks is steady and more noticeable because the gulls are quiet, as if dampened by the fog. A long shrill comes from an oystercatcher that has finished its meal on the limpets exposed at the southern rocks, where the juvenile cormorants roost. The smell of the exposed seaweed mixes with that of guano and warm fish. On Gates Island dozens of the nests are now empty, especially those around the two boulders. Black woolly cormorant chicks waddle around or stand on some of the rocks. The four oldest chicks from the first clutch are by the two boulders. (The fifth and last of this clutch hatched but starved within a few days.) The four chicks are now almost the height of the adults but are more slender. They are still covered with fleece-like down, except that their wings and tail have begun to grow true feathers. Their feet are caked with white guano. They can swim if pressed but cannot fly. Younger, downier cormorant chicks stumble around in little gangs. From the fog each has glistening webs of white water droplets lacing its fleece. At the moment, over one hundred adults are standing beside nests with small chicks or sitting on their nests with newborns and the last laid eggs of the season. Under one male cormorant are the freshest eggs, a clutch of three that are the product of a pair trying again after the first were crushed and eaten by a gull. Through the fog both the male and the female of that first pair of cormorants by the boulders have flown off. The male forages by a harbor breakwater some distance away. He flies back directly to the colony, navigating somehow in the fog. When he lands, his chicks immediately leave their group and run, half fly, over to him, shrilling and jabbing at his beak and gular pouch. He resists. Eventually the father allows the most persistent chick to probe its head entirely into his mouth and down into his neck. The chick’s beak is visible poking King - Devil's Cormorant.indb 70 7/1/2013 11:31:21 AM within the father’s throat. He pushes the chick’s head down and regurgitates a few warm whole cusks into the chick’s mouth. The chick pulls out and swallows visibly. The other three chicks begin to pursue their father once again. But he flies back out into the fog. Soon a motorboat anchors beside the northern rocks of the island. One gull swoops toward the head of the driver, who turns away. The man has brought what looks to be his two children with him. Wearing high boots, he eases into the water and then picks the children up and carries them close enough to the island where their own boots will be high enough to walk the rest of the way through the water. Startled by the aggressiveness of the gulls, one of the kids slips on algae. She stays quiet as instructed and doesn’t get too wet. As soon as the people set foot on the rocks of the island, all the adult cormorants fly off. The cormorant chicks that can swim tumble into the water. The younger chicks frantically scurry closer together and hide behind the boulders or rock crevices. They peep more loudly and more urgently. The man and the two children walk around the outside of the island. At first both the girls hold their nose and laugh, but they begin to smile less as they look around. Dead chicks, moldy eggshells, and even the parts of a dead adult gull are scattered around the colony. Dead chicks have been pressed into the formation of nests. Small phlegmy pellets and half-digested pockets of dead fish, finger-length eels, and red shrimps are on the ground, dried and covered with guano before a gull or a crow from the shore had a chance to eat them. One child points to a leathery carcass of a large cormorant chick between rocks. Its spine is mostly exposed, its muscles still red under the peeled black skin. The man redirects their attention and shows them a nest in which cormorant chicks squeal and stab up at them with open beaks. The girls lean over at another cormorant nest... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781611684742
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781611682250
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					867741862
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					360
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-11-28
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	