
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						The Changing Terrain of Race and Ethnicity

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] 8. Toward an Integrated Theory of Systemic Racism
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   Amanda E. Lewis
						  , 
						
						  

						   Maria Krysan
						  
												
						
	
							Russell Sage Foundation
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  8 TOWARD AN INTEGRATED THEORY OF SYSTEMIC RACISM  Joe R. Feagin IN THE UNITED STATES, theories about racial and ethnic matters often take the form of theories of assimilation and ethnicity (seen as an umbrella category including nationality and “race”), theories dealing with “race” and stratiﬁcation issues (for example, middleman minorities theory), and theories dealing with the social or ideological construction of “race” (for example, racial formation theory). Although these are often useful frameworks, each has its own problems. Those who use a racial-formation approach place too much emphasis on the ideological construction of racial meanings and identities. Whether in the past or the present, racism is not just about the construction of images and identities ; it is centrally about the creation, development, and maintenance of white privilege, material wealth, and institutional power at the expense of racialized “others.” In U.S. history, systemic racism has emerged out of the material exploitation of particular groups, such as the theft of Native American lands and African American labor by generations of European Americans. Today systemic racism signiﬁcantly shapes which socioracial groups have the best income, the best educational and economic opportunities, the best health, and even the longest lives. Not only has racism stereotyped people and created racial identities , but most signiﬁcantly, it has damaged many lives and killed many people (see Feagin 2000; Feagin and McKinney 2003). Major theories of assimilation (for example, Gordon 1964), as well as other mainstream scholarship on “race” and ethnicity, often view the racial or ethnic “problem” as less than fundamental to the historical development and current condition of U.S. society. From such perspectives, the problem is, to use a common metaphor, a temporary “disease” in an otherwise healthy society. One variant of this assimilation perspective portrays the U.S. racial-ethnic problem as one of groups of white bigots betraying fundamentally egalitarian institutions— the theme developed well by Gunnar Myrdal (1944/1964) and his many contemporary followers. A related approach speaks of vague “race relations,” with whites seen as just one racial-ethnic group among many such groups contending for critical socioeconomic positions. Indeed, phrases like “race relations” and “ethnic relations” are sometimes used euphemistically by social analysts who prefer to view all racial groups as more or less responsible for the U.S. “race problem” (for examples, see McKee 1993). The underlying metaphor for many such analysts seems to be one of a roughly level playing ﬁeld on which all racial-ethnic groups jockey for status or power (see Sollors 1989). Others use the metaphor of a social organism whose diseased parts are not functioning well, but which over time can be made to function properly because the organism itself is healthy. The impersonal terminology associated with these metaphors allows the spotlight to be taken off the many white actors, especially powerful white men, who have created and maintained the system of white racism and its long-term wealth-generating features , which still privilege most whites. These impersonal metaphors for social reality—the playing ﬁeld, a diseased body, the functioning organism, geological strata—are much more than ﬁgures of speech. Powerful metaphors often hide critical social realities and constrain people’s understandings, and thus people ’s lives. Commonplace metaphors like the playing ﬁeld, the organism, or the “free market” are commonly used to rationalize oppressive socioeconomic systems . Such metaphorical images frequently collude in human oppression by papering over oppressive underlying realities. Moreover, these traditional metaphors are generally inappropriate for describing the racist realities of U.S. society. From the 1600s to the 2000s this country’s major institutions have been racially hierarchical, white-supremacist, and inegalitarian. A better metaphor is a hierarchical ladder of exploitation and oppression. Also suggestive and powerful is the vampire metaphor. Analyzing class exploitation in capitalist economic systems, Karl Marx (1867/1977, 342) used the metaphor of the blood-sucking vampire: “Capital is dead labor which, vampire-like, lives only by sucking living labor, and lives the more, the more labor it sucks.” More recently, Eduardo Galeano (1973/1997, 2) has used a variant of this metaphor in assessing Latin America’s relationship to outsiders: “Latin America is the region of open veins. Everything, from the discovery until our times, has always been transmuted into European—or later United States— capital, and as such has accumulated in distant centers of power. Everything: the soil, its fruits and its mineral-rich depths, the people and their capacity to work and to consume, natural resources and... 
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