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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  78 CHAPTER THREE The Authors ANDREA PAZIENZA Pazienza is without doubt the most renowned among the authors of the new Italian comics. Barely in his 20s, Pazienza had already been published in the era’s most important comic magazines including Cannibale, Il Male, Frigidaire, Linus, Alter, Corto Maltese, and Comic Art. Unfortunately, as is often the case with artists, Pazienza’s widest audience and greatest critical acclaim arrived posthumously, following his premature death at 33. As a result, Pazienza is one of the few comic artists of the ’70s and ’80s whose work has been entirely reprinted and collected in books—even by prestigious literary publishers such as Einaudi—ensuring its availability outside the circuit of specialized bookstores and collectors. His popularity continued growing during the ’90s, and a commercially successful (if somewhat tame) movie adaptation of his most popular stories, Paz, was released in 2001. Approaching an exegesis of Pazienza’s works means confronting an artistic body of considerable entity—surprisingly so—if one considers that his presence in the publishing industry spanned barely a decade. An artist gifted with a sharp sense of humor but also able to center his poetics on the little horrors of daily life, in the course of his brief career Pazienza tried his hand at autobiography, political satire, adventure stories, comic book journalism, and urban narratives. His knack for combining comedy with tragedy, Dadaist suggestions, and journalistic approach was already evident in his ﬁrst book-length work, Pentothal, a narrative set amidst the THE AUTHORS 79 ’77 Bologna riots where the hallucinatory quality of the narration blends eﬀortlessly with the all-too-real historical background. This ability to idiosyncratically ﬁlter ﬁction and reportage is, besides the obvious impact of its graphical innovations, in the end the great achievement of Pazienza’s work: the formulation of a late twentieth-century naturalism that manages to avoid the seduction and clichés of a neorealist approach. While still a student at Bologna’s DAMS1 , Pazienza published “Armi,” his ﬁrst comic in the magazine Alter. A brief story introduced by a quote by Tristan Tzara, Armi’s only characters were guns and riﬂes. In 1977 in the pages of the same magazine, he began publishing the ﬁrst installments of Pentothal, an engagement that Pazienza kept until 1980. From its very ﬁrst pages, Pentothal distinguished itself as a radically innovative eﬀort in Italian adult comics. Firstly, it was an autobiographical narrative with Pazienza himself as the main character: a DAMS student and cartoon artist, occasionally transﬁgured into his counterpart, Pentothal (the name an obvious reference to the truth serum sodium pentothal). The autobiographical approach was an absolute novelty in the Italian comics canon, and its only antecedents were found in the context of the American underground, namely the works of Robert Crumb and, later, Justin Green. Furthermore, by setting his narrative in the Bologna of ’77, the epicenter of the Movement, Pazienza introduced two additional innovations to the comics medium: a precise contemporary historical background and a journalistic approach. Month after month, with each episode Pazienza documented the events surrounding the Bologna Movement ﬁrsthand and almost in real-time, so that—for the ﬁrst time—comics became a source of information on current events. Pentothal’s initial episodes portrayed the violent clashes between students and the police, the arrival of the tanks employed by the city administration to sedate the tumults, the city university takeover, the student assemblies, the long lines at the college cafeterias, the introduction of heroin2 on the scene (which in a few years would claim the lives of both Pazienza and Tamburini), and even Radio Alice announcing the killing of student activist Lo Russo by the police.3 Lo Russo’s death occurred just a few days after the story originals for the ﬁrst installment had been delivered to Alter for publication. Upon hearing of Russo’s death, Pazienza quickly substituted the last page in order to include the breaking news, and he personally delivered the new page right before the magazine’s issue went to press (in much the same manner a newspaper editor would deliver a last-minute news item to be inserted on page one). [54.164.49.47] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 10:23 GMT) 80 THE AUTHORS However, this documentary component is undermined by Pazienza’s attitude toward his own narration: Pentothal is in fact the ﬁrst comic of a considerable length (127 pages) to employ the stream-of-consciousness technique. An internally focalized... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781604737776
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781604737493
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					672026615
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					160
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	