
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Migration-Trust Networks: Social Cohesion in Mexican US-Bound Emigration

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Chapter Six: Migration-Trust Networks: Expanding Current Theory
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						  Nadia Yamel Flores-Yeffal
						  
												
						
	
							Texas A&M University Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  l 133 Thus far, I have shared ethnographic evidence of how social networks of migration can develop from rural and urban places of origin and how they function. Such networks are Migration-Trust Networks, and they are the focus of this study. I theorize on how such networks function when a large number of the network participants lack legal documentation . The MTNs expand and/or are transplanted to other networks, not only at the place of origin, but also at the places of destination. So far, this research has provided grounds to the claim that the creation, expansion, and perpetuation of social networks of international migration depend on numerous factors. Social networks do not function magically, as has been suggested in the literature. One reason it has been difﬁcult for scholars to understand how social networks of migration (in this case, MTNs) function, is the difﬁculty of dissecting and identifying the multiple factors and social processes that appear to be driving these networks. A further challenge is that these different factors and social processes appear to be functioning simultaneously. In addition, many of the social factors that seem to be driving these networks are not necessarily observable or easy to measure. For this reason, my empirical ﬁndings and theoretical propositions are a starting point in the area of international migration for understanding how to think about the functionality of the proposed MTNs. I have suggested that international migrants exchange social capital using preexisting social relationships of trust and social solidarity from their place of origin. They may also form new ties resulting from their international migration experience and/or from the transnational social process in which they have participated. Such new or preexisting ties can then be transformed and adapted within the transnational context. Relations of social trust and social cohesiveness among network participants become the main driving force behind migrant networks, especially if most of the migrants lack legal status to enter, reside, and work at the place of destination. Migration-Trust Networks: Expanding Current Theory chapter six 134 m Chapter Six Through relationships of trust within clique-like social networks at the place of origin, which are transformed and transnationally connected to MTNs for the ﬁrst time, returning international migrants exchange the necessary social capital in order to depart for, arrive, and settle in the country of destination. The social surveillance and expectations that govern the exchange of social capital help to expand, maintain, and perpetuate the social network. Figure 6.1 exempliﬁes a Migration-Trust Network and how collective efﬁcacy is created within an MTN in the transnational context between the places of origin and destination. First, preexisting relationships of trust, the common migration experience, and the commonalities of struggle back home may lead to a paisanaje sentiment. Together with religious faith, bounded solidarity is also created. As a result, social cohesion, collective behavior, social bonding, and solidarity behavior are expected from the members of the MTN. Social monitoring then takes place to ensure that the values, norms, and social expectations are being followed. This leads to enforceable trust in which, through social surveillance and a sanctioning capacity among the members of the MTN, the behavioral expectations, values , and norms are enforced. This leads to extremely high levels of trust that are shared by the members of an MTN. The sentiment of social collectiveness is therefore enforced by the sanctioning capacity of the members of the network. This sentiment of social collectiveness (or collective conscience in Durkehim’s terms) together with the high labels of social trust result in a form of collective efﬁcacy, which acts as a safe haven for the members of the MTN. These social dynamics within MTNs allow social capital to become accessible to new and returning migrants who provide help and share the beneﬁts of membership in the network to others in the future. The peculiarities regarding the Mexico-US bound international migration ﬂow allow for conditions in which one can observe the mechanisms of well-functioning social networks over time. Such collective efﬁcacy and the monitoring capacity of the members of the MTN take place in the transnational context between the place of origin and destination when migrants travel back and forth, and via regular mail, media communications such as the telephone communications, and the use of the Internet. Figure 6.1 portrays the complexity of this unobserved social system that constitutes an MTN. Social networks of migration from Mexico to the United States... 
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