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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  chap te r 1 The Problem of the Challenger Address The Challenger address is a peculiar speech. Ask most of those who remember it—which is nearly everyone who heard it on the evening of January 28, 1986—and they will tell you,“it’s a great speech” or “it’s an eloquent speech” or even “it’s the best speech Ronald Reagan ever gave.”1 Then ask them if they remember anything about the text of the talk, and they will grow a bit uncertain and sometimes a bit puzzled. Even those who answer conﬁdently often respond the same way: “Oh yeah, that’s the one about touching the face of God.” The speech is widely remembered as eloquent, and yet its most memorable line is a quotation. It is peculiar in other ways as well. While it has certain laudatory qualities and is sometimes thought of as a eulogy, it doesn’t quite ﬁt that deﬁnition.2 Reagan’s tribute to the Challenger crew was given on January 31, 1986 (see appendix). More broadly understood, it could be considered an epideictic address or even an encomium since it has elements that place it in both of those categories. Nevertheless, the Challenger address,while clearly epideictic,is not really an encomium.3 In fact, it isn’t even all that eloquent, if by“eloquent”we mean Cicero’s “wisdom expressed with ﬂuency,” for there is little in the speech that could be counted as wisdom; thus only part of it even approaches [14] chapter 1 eloquence. Although elements of the talk clearly echo Lincoln at Gettysburg , if that is our standard, the Challenger address does not meet the deﬁnition of eloquence, even if one relies upon a reduced, visually appealing expressiveness conﬁned to an electronic age.4 The Challenger speech was given in response to at least two immediate needs: the expectation that the president would speak and the belief that, in speaking, he would address the nation’s shock and grief, both of which had been exacerbated by the video footage of the explosion that had replayed on televisions across the country throughout the day. In comforting the nation as a whole, Reagan also spoke about NASA and the space program in general, perhaps hoping to minimize any potential negative political repercussions the explosion might bring about. These elements—the epideictic task of giving solace and the deliberative task of protecting NASA—do not always ﬁt comfortably together, and the Challenger address is neither the smoothest nor the most internally cohesive of speeches. But in the immediate context, it successfully negotiated the tensions caused by the mixture of epideictic and deliberative appeals and resolved them through an adept use of the frontier metaphor.5 The Challenger address is thus one of the more remembered speeches of the Reagan presidency, and people often recall it as moving .6 Because the address is so puzzling, it is also a productive site for analysis, and because it does not ﬁt neatly into a genre, understanding it can also help us comprehend genres of discourse.7 In view of the fact that it accomplishes both deliberative and epideictic ends, grasping its meaning can help us understand those categories as well. And because this speech is considered powerful by so many, it can help us understand what eloquence means for the contemporary presidency. The rest of this chapter assists in this effort by placing the Challenger remarks within these various intellectual traditions and demonstrates how a speech that does not quite ﬁt into any of them can shed light on all of them. [3.82.145.95] Project MUSE (2024-04-04 19:50 GMT) [15] the problem of the challenger address Epideictic Address and the Eulogistic Tradition Eulogies have probably been with us as long as humans have been honoring their dead,and,as with all elements of funeral and memorial ceremonies,certain rhetorical traditions have evolved along with those ceremonies.In the case of Western civilization,Karlyn Kohrs Campbell and Kathleen Hall Jamieson tell us that a eulogy responds to a situation in which a community is disrupted by a death. In this situation, persons must alter their relationship with the deceased and also confront their own mortality. The very act of eulogizing acknowledges the death. In so doing, it necessitates a juxtaposition of past and present tense which recasts the relationship to the deceased to one of memory. The assurance that the deceased, hence the audience... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781603445597
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781585445127
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					636788822
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					152
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	