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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  5 7 Mostly it’s cable-knit sweaters. Pullovers and cardigans in pale and dark colors. Yellows, navy blues, and tans. Exotic wools from lambs and cashmere and sometimes a silk something knit on colored knitting needles as small as pins. I’ve found these things in a cedar chest sent by my mother, and as I lift her old yellow sweater with round woolen buttons to my cheek, I see her as she slept maybe thirty years ago on a plum davenport in a room crafted of a special pine. In the corner of the room I remember a Franklin woodstove with brass knobs that now lies at the bottom of my driveway, too heavy for anyone to lift, and as I rummage through the chest, pulling out quilts and Arts and Crafts of American WASPs 58 A r t s a n d C r a f t s o f A m e r i c a n WA S P s embroidered pillowcases, I try again to re-create the room where my mother slept. There was a bank of windows behind the couch, but it wasn’t the room I had imagined a moment before. The davenport and the stove were in a glass porch of my grandmother’s home. The home I grew up in is empty, and though I can see my mother sleeping, her face is washed out, and I no longer know what was there. I walk through the objects that I had the moving men put out in the barn and hunt for the things that connect me. What is a mother? I’ve bought an ovulation kit to test the possibilities. In the kit are six plastic cups, six droppers, and six foil pouches containing test cassettes, each with a urine well and a window in which to read test results. If I do not detect a surge after testing, the instructions state, if my cycle is irregular or if for any other reason I do not detect a surge after testing, I am instructed to call the doctor or the Technical Assistance Line. My mother has sent me her life in boxes and pieces of old wood and I study these like artifacts. In the cedar chest, kerchiefs and sweaters, woolen scarves and hats, books by Emily Post and Amy Vanderbilt, knitting and needlepoint bags full of my grandmother ’s half-finished embroidery, letters, and old stationery. A family of broken arrow-back chairs, paintings and boxes, photographs , a pine table or two from a lake home long forgotten. My great-grandfather’s desk, paintings. Bureaus. Blanket chests. Embroidered sayings. Grandmother’s recipes for Parker House rolls and plum pudding. A cobbler’s bench. A blacksmith’s nail carrier. A hand-painted writing desk. Afghans purchased at the church bazaar. Finger paintings. Sculptures. Braided reins. Spindle spool beds, golden treasures, and charm bracelets. Rocking chairs. Diamond watches, platinum rings, and my mother’s silver. I cannot place these objects. A r t s a n d C r a f t s o f A m e r i c a n WA S P s 59 A mother is a memory of something sweet. The test tells me it is fast, accurate, and easy to use. It predicts possibilities in hormonal surges; the surging of hormones means this: the luteinizing hormone climbs through secret places and makes things happen. Little people come to life. They come to expect it. I call my mother in Florida to let her know that everything had arrived, and her voice closes around me like a sacrifice. My father had died six months before, and within this time she had sold the house and moved to their winter home in Florida, and now she was sending these precious family things all the way to California; she had hired big men to package and assemble and sign away all that she wore or sat upon or gazed at. I wind through these objects, and fragments float back as if unearthed from an ancient sleep. “These are yours now,” my mother had said. “Take care of them.” The barn where my mother and father’s life rests in piles is fifty-five paces from my front door down a series of wooden steps that weave through a garden. I stand in the center surrounded by my parents’ things and work on this image of my sleeping mother, attempting to paint in and around the... 
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