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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Butler reviewed my edited transcript of our October 2005 interview and made a few changes that he described as follows in an email: “Corrected some factual errors, cleaned up some awkwardness, clarified some unclear stuff, and made a few other editing changes.” He had this to say about the final version of the interview: “This is, hands down, the best interview anyone has ever conducted with me.” My interview with Robert Olen Butler occurred during the afternoons of October 15 and 16, 2005, at the author’s restored art-and-antique-filled, twostory antebellum home. At the time, Butler shared the home with author-wife Elizabeth Dewberry (recent novel, His Lovely Wife), three Bichon Frise dogs, and two cats. In a very small town about twenty miles west of Tallahassee, Florida, the home sits on an acre of property surrounded by extensive acreage owned by media mogul Ted Turner.Hanging prominently inside the entryway to the home is an 1840 plat of the property with the surveyor’s fitting name, Robert Butler. The home has a satellite dish so that, among other offerings, Butler is able to watch St. Louis Cardinal baseball games. For both sessions, we met in Butler’s multiroom writer’s cottage located a short distance behind the house; Dewberry’s writing space is on the home’s second floor. The restored cottage, which doubles as a guest quarters, is filled with art works and shelves holding multiple copies of Butler’s books. The main room is organized around Butler’s computer and writing area on one side and on the other side a rectangular conversation-reading table, which we used for the interview . Prominently displayed in this room are copies of old magazines, includingaLifemagazineissuewithapictureofErnestHemingwayonthecover ,and antique typewriters, including one of the same model given to Hemingway by his first wife, Hadley. One interesting feature of the cottage is the bathroom, where guests, instead of signing a guest book, write their names and comments on the walls. Our scripted conversations lasted about three hours each Q]\dS`aObW]\eWbV 4 robertolen butler day. Butler, throughout the son, soldier, and author sections, related personal stories and anecdotes. He also included numerous examples from his book FromWhereYouDreamintalkingabouthisdevelopmentasawriter,hisviewson the creative process, and befittingly for someone who has been teaching creativewritingforovertwentyyears ,thejoysandstrugglesofteachingemergent writers. At the beginning of our first session, as we discussed details for the chronology section, Butler warned me that he personifies Graham Greene’s descriptionofagoodnovelisthavingabadmemory:“Ihaveanovelist’smemory . Graham Greene once said that ‘all good novelists have bad memories. What you remember comes out as journalism; what you forget goes into the compost of the imagination.’ So throughout this interview you will have this problem with me: my memories of childhood and the past are very sketchy.” son h: Describe the town (Granite City, Illinois) you grew up in; how did living in this town contribute to your growth as a person and a writer? rb: It is on the cusp of North and South. The steel mill drew people from the upper Midwest, as well as a lot of deep Southerners. There were a lot of immigrants, especially Eastern European immigrants. And so my hometown obviously represented the kind of collision of cultures that eventually interestedmeinVietnam.Itwasaworking-classtownwithonehighschool. h: Describe some of your activities and interests as a child and teenager. rb: I was interested in baseball; I am a live-and-die Cardinals fan to this day. I played Little League baseball. At age twelve, I hit 525 and was an all-star firstbaseman.Iwasanavidreader,andIlovedthetheater.ThatishowIgot into playwriting. My father was chairman of the theater department at St. LouisUniversity.Myfirstchancetogetonstagewasineighthgrade,andthe hamsizzledhotlyinmefromthenthroughNorthwestern.Andeventothis day,IstillgetstruckbythatwhenIgooutreading.Butforalongwhile,theater was my professional ambition. For two summers in high school I was an apprentice at the Canal Fulton Summer Theatre in Canal Fulton, Ohio. I actually got a few parts in addition to painting scenery and so forth. I got a fairly nice speaking role in the play called End as a Man by Calder Willingham with Sal Mineo in the lead. h: During your childhood and teenage years, did you have any particular heroes , including political figures? rb: Wally Moon. When I was eight years old and I started getting interested in the Cardinals, he was the rookie center fielder and my favorite player. He conversation with robert olen butler 135 was a left-handed hitter and developed this great inside-out swing. Other heroes were my dad, John Kennedy, Ernest Hemingway. h: Was your father in... 
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