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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  A lthough thirty-four years separate the publication dates of Anzia Yezierska’s Bread Givers (1925) and Paule Marshall’s Brown Girl, Brownstones (1959), and though signiﬁcant historical events and social changes mark those years and the approximately three decades intervening between the plots of the two novels, they exhibit perhaps the most striking parallels of the three pairs discussed in this study. Both delineate immigrant communities in their early stages. Bread Givers describes a time span of about twenty years, presumably—because of the autobiographical nature of her work—from the 1890s to sometime before the 1910s, which roughly parallels Yezierska’s own life history (Kessler Harris vii–ix). This period also marks the high point of Eastern European Jewish immigration, and the novel illustrates the economic and social hardships of that time. Some of the Jewish immigrants who lived in dire poverty in the early part of the twentieth century have risen in the world and appear as employers of Barbadian immigrants in Marshall’s novel, which chronicles the time from 1939 to about 1947.1 While Hitler is referred to as “the worse person in the world” (184) and as “the devil-incarnate” (69) for his crimes against the Jews, there is also a sense that this does not really concern the Barbadian community, which sees World War II as “these white people getting on too bad” (69). As the Barbadians exist on the margins of American society, World War II itself is relegated to the margins of the plot as a “white man’s war.”The novel’s focus remains on the Barbadian American context for which the war has mostly economic consequences, as it provides work in the defense industry. The novel’s emphasis on community internal dynamics and on the friction between Barbadian America and the dominant white society oﬀers much ground of comparison to Bread Givers. Ironically, though, Marshall’s novel reﬂects the degree to which Yezierska’s immigrants have become Chapter THREE Brown Girl, Brownstones and Bread Givers: Reconciling Ethnicity and Individualism assimilated and moved up the social ladder: the Jewish employers or classmates featured in the novel are not distinguishable from the larger white world. Silla groans about having to clean the ﬂoors of Jewish homes, Selina appears to have a Jewish friend (Rachel), and some Barbadians see Jewish success as a model for their own aspirations; but the immigrant character of Jewish Americans appears to be a thing of the past in Brown Girl, Brownstones. What makes for the eminent compatibility of both novels is not to be found in any sociohistorical similarities, though there are some, given the recent immigration of both novels’ ethnic communities, but in their conceptualization of ethnicity. In both novels, the protagonists struggle with Old World roots (which are already New World in Marshall’s case) that are closer than in any of the previous novels. Thus, Brown Girl attempts a deﬁnition of ethnicity somewhere between “Barbadian,” “African American,” and “American,” while Bread Givers negotiates “Old World Jewishness,” “New World Jewishness,” and “Americanness.” In both novels, the Americanness of the parent generation is recent and tenuous and, in part as a result, the protagonists, to some extent, struggle towards it, so that “Americanness” does not only or predominantly appear in the white materialist guise of the other four novels, serving as a threat against which an ethnic idealism has to maintain itself. However, both novels also reﬂect a dialogue with ethnic nationalism, though a more antagonistic one than the previously discussed texts. Ultimately, it is again the interplay between individualism and communalism , between idealism and materialism, and between ethnicity and mainstream that allows for a comparison, and this interplay, as I have shown and will discuss in greater detail in the concluding chapter , is in part endemic to the nationalist project and also a result of the tension between Bildungsroman and nationalism. Both novels are about ethnic worlds which have a speciﬁc historical location, highlighted much more in Brown Girl, Brownstones than in Bread Givers, but which are also isolated to an extent from the outside world, though they are subject to its dynamics. This isolation reﬂects the immigrant status of both communities. In both novels, depictions of ethnic customs abound and create a world diﬀerent from the “mainstream.” This diﬀerence is primarily marked by language. Direct speech is often rendered in the distinctive vernacular (rendered in English, though, in Bread Givers) of the Barbadian or... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781587295942
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780877459231, 9781587294570
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					651630540
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					213
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2005

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	