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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Preface An analytic study of Yehuda Amichai must address the conﬂict between the poet’s German past and his new homeland. I have spent most of my adult life in the United States, far from my Hebrew mother tongue, and I knew the struggle inherent in linguistic double allegiance and the substitution of one landscape for another. I believed that despite Amichai’s love for Israel and its language, he could not have rid himself of all traces of his childhood. The persistence of Amichai’s German birthplace and mother tongue in his creative process is manifest in the papers I scoured in the Beinecke Library at Yale University, the previously unknown documents I discovered, and interviews I conducted. When I set out, I realized that the central thesis of the book would be provocative . Indeed, Yehuda Amichai is Israel’s beloved unofﬁcial national poet whose Hebrew works are seen by many as wholly and emblematically Israeli. The act of revealing his German origins may upset some of his admirers. As I show in this book, however, Yehuda Amichai, who was born Ludwig Pfeuffer, carried the sights, sounds, and experiences of his youth in Germany with him, and they contributed to making him the rich and layered poet we know today. * * * Over the course of my research, I had the unique privilege of meeting Ruth Z., the woman whom Amichai knew in Jerusalem from 1946 through 1947. The twenty-two-year-old Amichai, as seen through her eyes, and her spellbinding personal history, became integral to my narrative. In our many conversations, I not only learned about the poet as a young man, but also gained a new perspective on Jewish and Israeli history and the years of the struggle for independence . I am forever grateful to her for the documents she imparted to me, her incredible memory, and her clarity of vision. She made an unmatched contribution to this book and the ﬁeld of Amichai studies as a whole. I owe a tremendous debt to those who helped me reconstruct Amichai’s German childhood, his hometown, and the life of its Jewish community that no longer exists. I interviewed Jewish children of Wuerzburg, survivors who were born or grew up there in the 1920s and 1930s. Most of them knew Amichai, attended the same school or synagogue, or sang with him in the boys’ choir. I met them face to face and, in a few cases, conducted long-distance phone interviews . Together, they formed a virtual memory chain, each directing me to another Wuerzburgian who would enrich and color the portrait of the child Amichai in a different way. Norbert Hellmann, Amichai’s classmate, and the son of Moritz Hellmann, who was both the last director of the school and the conductor of the synagogue choir, remembered the mischievous Ludwig. Hellmann guided me through the Jewish school day and curriculum, daily prayers, beloved rituals, choir rehearsals, and favorite romping grounds. Ludwig Bravman was also a classmate of Amichai’s and a member of the same Orthodox circle. He provided incomparable testimony about their class, classmates, and teachers . Bravman tenderly and affectionately recalled the bright and spunky Ruth Hanover, Amichai’s best friend and the rabbi’s daughter. Ruth Kobliner (née Katzmann) was Amichai’s distant cousin who spent summer vacations with him and his sister in their grandparents’ village from the time they were all little children. When her father died, her mother married Rabbi Hanover and she became Ruth Hanover’s stepsister. Kobliner’s intimate depictions of her stepsister and of Amichai’s family’s household in Wuerzburg and Jerusalem were invaluable. Her portrayal of Amichai’s father, Friedrich Pfeuffer, was an independent testament to this man’s kindness. Like Kobliner, Mordechai Einsbacher spoke with admiration about this righteous man, a cornerstone in Amichai’s poetry. Einsbacher also recalled fondly how Wuerzburg’s children watched the trains and inhaled their smoke. Henry (formerly Hans) Eschwege, the son of the cantor-mohel Ruben Eschwege, told me about his father’s artistic designs for the mappot, the ribbons that tied Torah scrolls. Eschwege also drew a vivid picture of the synagogue milieu and of Rabbi Hanover, whom Amichai revered. Otto Schlame, the musical son of the violin teacher, was in the choir with Amichai, Bravman, Eschwege, and Hellman. He remembered how, on Simhat Torah, the choir boys watched jealously as the other children followed the Torah with bags, which the adults ﬁlled with sweets, when suddenly they... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781584658122
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781584657330, 9781684580002
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					471133869
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					445
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-08-07
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2008

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	