
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						The Misadventure of Francis of Assisi

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] Chapter 6: From Bonaventure to the Misadventure of Francis of Assisi
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   Jaques Dalarun
						  
												
						
	
							Franciscan Institute Publications
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  221 Chapter 6 From Bonaventure to the Misadventure of Francis of Assisi VERY LITTLE IS KNOWN about the Franciscan hagiographers whose work we have looked at so far. Some remain anonymous , others are hard to identify, while for still others who are well known, such as Thomas of Celano, our information is pretty much limited to their literary production. On the other hand, we have more than enough information about our last author, Bonaventure: theologian, minister general, Seraphic Doctor of the Holy Roman Church. We need only look at the eleven volumes of his Opera omnia, published at Quaracchi between 1883 and 1902, to understand the magnitude of the problem. Obviously I will deal only (and in a very incomplete manner) with “Bonaventure the Biographer of Francis,” to borrow the title of an article by Edith Pásztor.1 Even then, there is still much to do. Bonaventure’s role as hagiographer is not incidental, either to his role as minister general or to his role as theologian. It will be necessary to begin with a very rapid presentation of the man and the essential characteristics of his work. Then we will try to understand the evolution of the Major Legend through the use of earlier treatises and sermons. Finally, we will take a quick look at the two legends, the Major Legend and the Minor 1 E. Pásztor, “S. Bonaventura: biografo di s. Francesco? Contributo alla ‘questione francescana,’” Doctor seraphicus 27 (1980): 83-107. 222 THE MISADVENTURE OF FRANCIS OF ASSISI Legend and then, by way of conclusion, suggest an area for research . Our desire is to open doors rather than close them. 1. Bonaventure and His Work John of Fidanza, later called Bonaventure, was born in Bagnoregio near Viterbo around 1221. The first fact, not to be forgotten, is that of all the Franciscan hagiographers mentioned so far, he is the first one who did not know Francis personally. In the Minor Legend, which has more details than the Major Legend,2 he tells how he was miraculously cured by the saint: “Because of him [Francis] innumerable benefits from God do not cease to abound in different parts of the world, as even I myself who wrote the above have experienced in my own life. When I was just a child and very seriously ill, my mother made a vow on my behalf to the blessed father Francis. I was snatched from the very jaws of death and restored to the vigor of a healthy life.”3 In 1235 he went to Paris where he began his studies for the Master of Arts degree, which he obtained in 1243. It was then that he was received into the Order. After that, he began his theology at the Franciscan house of studies in Paris, which had opened in 1237. His teachers were Alexander of Hales, Odo Rigaldi and John of La Rochelle. After completing the required Commentary on the Sentences, he was licensed to teach theology in 1253 by John of Parma, who was minister general at the time. He became regent master at the house of studies in Paris, where he soon brought fame to the Order in the dispute against William of Saint-Amour and the secular masters with his Questiones disputatae de perfectione evangelica. 2 LMj Prol 3. 3 LMn 7, 8: “Innumera quoque per ipsum in diversis partibus orbis exuberare non cessant beneficia Dei, sicut et ego ipse, qui superiora descripsi, experientia teste, in me ipso probavi. Voto enim pro me languente gravissime ad beatum patrem Franciscum emisso a matre, cum adhuc essem puerulus, ab ipsis sum mortis faucibus erutus et in robur vitæ incolumis restitutus.” [54.80.103.224] Project MUSE (2024-04-11 01:48 GMT) 223 FROM BONAVENTURE TO THE MISADVENTURE In his defense and description of the Franciscan vocation, Bonaventure avoided the trap of pseudo-Joachimite interpretations and found himself in basic agreement with Pope Alexander IV. In 1255, the Pope condemned the Introduction to the Everlasting Gospel by the Franciscan Gerard of Borgo San Donnino and, in 1256, the Tractatus de periculis novissimorum temporum by William of Saint-Amour. On the other hand, Alexander IV was also the one who forced John of Parma to resign, probably because of his Joachimite tendencies. On February 1, 1257, following John of Parma’s resignation, the General Chapter of Rome, at which Alexander IV personally presided, elected Bonaventure minister general of the Order , at the suggestion of John and the Pope. He... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781576592755
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781576591819
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					817789421
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					296
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-06-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	