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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  QUESTION THIRTEEN Is passive potency divided into ex qua and in qua? Is passive potency divided into de qua (or ex qua) and in qua? [Arguments pro and con] 1 [1] It seems not: ‘De qua’ is the same as ‘in qua,’ as is evident, and the converse is also true. Proof: if some potency of the ‘in which’ [in qua] becomes a potency ‘from which’ [de or ex qua], whereas another does not, we must assume that matter is in some way a principle of this or that form. Hence, with respect to some form it would have to have a functional relationship other than that of a mere receptacle. But there seems to be nothing present in such cases except matter (or something assumed to be a part of the form, an assumption we rejected earlier in the question of Bk. VII on seminal reasons). 1 2 To the contrary: Since all matter serves as the receptacle of its form, it would follow [if one were to deny this distinction] that the matter of air is related in the same way to the fire-form, and that to an organic body is related in the same way to an intellective soul [as it is to the form of corporeity] or also that air [has a special affinity for transmitting] light [that earth does not]. Then there would be no point in saying that only certain forms are educed from the potency of matter or from the passive principle, whereas others are not. And it would be a waste of time to inquire which ones are and which are not so [educible]—which runs counter to the common [scientific] opinion and contradicts the Philosopher, 2 according to whom, it would seem, the intellect comes from without [and cannot be educed from the potentiality of matter]. 1 Cf. supra Bk. VII, q. 12, nn. 32-44. 2 Aristotle, De generatione animalium II, ch. 3, 736b 28-29: “Relinquitur autem intellectum solum deforis advenire et divinum esse solum”; Auctoritates Aristotelis, ed. J. Hamesse, p. 224: “Solus intellectus est in nobis ab extrinseco, quia ipse solus est divinus.” 558 THE METAPHYSICS OF JOHN DUNS SCOTUS [I.—TO THE QUESTION] 3 [2] As for the [adequacy] of the division we are inquiring about, namely concerning ‘de qua’ and ‘in qua,’ we must maintain the following. In any subject or passive principle whatsoever, whether matter or [composite] subject, the relationship which such a [material] principle bears to that which is composed of it and [some form or] act, is like the ‘out-of-which’ [ex quo] such a composite exists or can exist. Hence this relationship can be called the very being of the ‘potency de qua.’ 4 But that relationship which such a [material] principle has to the act [or form] with which it serves to constitute the composite, is the relationship of ‘potency in qua.’ For matter [in its essence contains] nothing of the act itself that primarily exists in it [qua subject] for if it did, the act [or form] would not be in it primarily [qua form] but would only be there as a part [of the matter, rather than as a part of the composite]. Only matter, however, is the proper receptacle of form, and therefore is only ‘in qua,’ not ‘ex qua.’ 5 But the third relationship matter possess, namely to the agent, can be called the aspect of ‘potency in quam,’ according to what the author of On the Six Principles 3 holds about the agent requiring ‘something in which’ it can act. And this ‘in which it is’ is not the ‘that which the agent produces,’ whether this be the product or composite as such, or that by which this [composite] is produced, namely, the form. 6 Interpreted in this fashion, the aforesaid distinction of ‘ex quo,’ ‘in quo’ and ‘in quod,’ corresponds to the three relations in the passive principle to their respective termini, and to that extent the distinction is appropriate. But the distinction is out of place if matter is compared exclusively to any one of these three termini. For each relationship refers exclusively to its own term. Several relationships never concur with respect to the same term, as is clear to anyone who considers the arguments for such. For how, in relation to the selfsame passive component, is something both the form and the agent? Or secondly, how is it both what is active and 3 Liber sex principiorum ch. 2, n... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781576592656
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9781576591611
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					821725596
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					644
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-09-04
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	