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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 7 CAROLINA IN YE WEST INDIES Not far from the strip malls of South Carolina Highway 52 stands an ancient church still protected from suburban sprawl by a sheltering wood (FIG. 7.1). An architectural frontispiece of pilasters, entablature, and pediment surrounds the large double door of the brick building’s striking facade. Tall, arched windows open through each of the four elevations, rusticated quoins of plaster trim each of the building’s corners, and the gable ends terminate in the clipped profile of a jerkinhead roof. Dedicated in 1719 but begun some years before, St. James, Goose Creek, is the most well-preserved early church in South Carolina, and it survives as an important testament to the colony’s earliest heritage.¹ Due to its dense population of Barbadian emigrants in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, Goose Creek has long been associated with the Caribbean. The so-called Goose Creek Men were a party of fervent Anglicans who played a significant role in the passage of the Church Act and other church-state politics in the early colony. By extension , the architecture of St. James has long been celebrated for its “Caribbean FIGURE 7.1 Exterior view of St. James, Goose Creek, Berkeley County, begun 1714 (Photo by author) MATERIAL RELIGION AND SOCIAL PRACTICE 254 character.” In an effort to accentuate its heritage, for example, the church was repainted in 1931 “after a fashion still used in the British West Indies.”² The restored painting scheme colored the body of the church a light red, which has since faded to pink, and the quoins and woodwork were painted white, giving the building the particular mix of pastel walls and bright white trim that to the modern eye is particularly “Caribbean.”³ Although the historical connections are quite secure, the extent to which the architecture of St. James derives from this early Carolina-Caribbean connection—twentiethcentury painting schemes aside—remains largely unexamined. Is St. James the Caribbean church its historians have so long imagined? The logical place to begin answering that question is, of course, Barbados.⁴ But when the form and character of St. James turns out to be quite different from churches in its presumed cultural hearth, the nature of “Carolina in ye West Indies,” as it was often described in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, must be more complex than derivative models suggest.⁵ St. James does, in fact, have strong connections with its counterparts in a much broader landscape described by historians as “the Greater British Caribbean,” a region ranging from Barbados, north through the Leeward Islands, South Carolina, and Virginia, and west to Jamaica.⁶ By the early eighteenth century, this region was characterized by a recognizable class of hereditary elite fashioning themselves after the English landed gentry. This newly established class enlisted heraldic imagery, segregated entrances, and even the cruciform plan of their church to reify their social and political status in and authority over the plantations of the Greater British Caribbean. THE HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS between South Carolina and Barbados have been well documented. Historians have long recognized that a majority of the large landholders in seventeenth-century South Carolina, including the Colleton, Drayton, Middleton, Gibbes, Bull, and Lucas families, were the younger sons of estate holders in Barbados. But emigration from Barbados was not limited to the upper echelon. In fact, approximately 54 percent of all white immigrants who came to South Carolina in the first two decades after English settlement were from Barbados.⁷ South Carolina’s parish system of government was modeled on that of Barbados, and seven of the ten parishes established in Carolina by 1716 share names with correspondents in the older Caribbean colony.⁸ There are even direct connections between Anglican families in the two colonies. Writing in 1714, the Reverend Maule, minister of St. John’s, Berkeley, Parish, indicated that “ground whereon the Church is Built was a free Gift of the Landgrave Colleton’s in Barbadoes.”⁹ This Landgrave Colleton was from the same family as the “Major Generall Colletton” who oversaw the construction of a parish church in St. John’s on Barbados in the 1660s. Compelling arguments have also been made that South Carolina’s agricultural system, especially the legislation regulating slaves, depended on a Barbadian model. Citing the steady trade between Carolina and Barbados, the foremost historian of this colonial connection, Jack Greene, has argued [3.238.87.194] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 16:39 GMT) CAROLINA IN YE WEST INDIES 255 that the cultural connection between the... 
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