
		
  	
     
    [Skip to Content]
		
		
		
			
				
					
						
							[image: institution icon]

							Institutional Login

						

					

					
						
							[image: account icon]

							LOG IN

						

						
  						
    						[image: accessibility icon]
    						Accessibility
    				  
						

					

				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					
						
							[image: Project MUSE]
							[image: Project MUSE]							
						

					

									
						 
							
								Browse
							

							
								
									OR 
								

							

							
								
  								
  								
										
                    Search:
										
										
										
										
																				
                    
										

									

								
																											
								

							

						
				
					

				
					
						
	
		
			
			  menu
				
			

		

		
			Advanced Search
			Browse
			
				MyMUSE Account
				
					Log In / Sign Up
					Change My Account
					User Settings
					Access via Institution
					MyMUSE Library
					Search History
					View History
					Purchase History
					MyMUSE Alerts
					Individual Subscriptions
																
				

			
									
			
				Contact Support
			

		

	



		
 
					

				

			

			
			
			
		






    


	
		
	

    
    
    
        
    

    		
			
	
				
					
						Defining the Peace: World War II Veterans, Race, and the Remaking of Southern Political Tradition

					

				

				
				
					
						
							
								
								
								
								
							
							
					
							
					
					
							
								
								

							
							



						

					


				

				
		

			
	
		

    
    
    
    
    
    	
    		
    		
    		
    		
      
      
    		
    		
   			
   			
   			
   			
				
						
						
						
						[image: restricted access] 5. We Are Not Radicals, Neither Are We Reactionaries: Good Government Veterans and the Politics of Modernization
						
						

						
	
						
						
						  

						   Jennifer E. Brooks
						  
												
						
	
							The University of North Carolina Press
							
	Chapter
	
						  
  						  	
    							  View Citation
							
	
    							  
    							    [image: Related Content]
                      Related Content
    							  
    							


							

						
	
							Additional Information
						


				

    		
    		

    		
    		
		
		
    		
    		
			

			
			
			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			    John J. Flynt wasted little time when he returned to his home in Griﬃn, Georgia, in 1945 after many months overseas. Having earned a Bronze Star in the European theater, he resumed his former position as assistant U.S. district attorney for north Georgia. Within a few short months, Flynt won the Spalding County seat in the Georgia statehouse. Shortly after this electoral victory, he appeared as a guest columnist in the Atlanta Constitution, an opportunity Flynt used to explain what Georgia’s veterans wanted and why people should listen to them. Over 60 percent of Georgia’s World War I veterans, Flynt began, never returned to their home state or left it soon after the war’s end because they found “better places to live, or places that were more in keeping with the progressive age in which they lived.”Now, he warned,“unless Georgia keeps abreast of other states, the same thing will happen again.” Those men and women who survived the war“have returned to Georgia because of all the places we have seen we like Georgia best.”Veterans like himself—and Flynt meant white veterans—“have all come back with a determination to make Georgia a better place and to do our part of that job.”Thus, he announced,“the veterans of this, our Georgia, expect and demand the enactment of . . . legislation that will make possible the advancement and progress to which we feel that all Georgians are entitled.” This pro5 : We Are Not Radicals, Neither Are We Reactionaries Good Government Veterans and the Politics of Modernization gram included improving public health services, since “during our war service we have seen the results of both healthful and unhealthful living conditions in all parts of the world.”Moreover, veterans wanted access to twelve years of public school education for their children, to improve and expand the Georgia university system, and to place vocational and trade schools in all parts of the state. Georgia’s veterans “gave up our civilian jobs and professions . . . to ﬁght on all continents and on all oceans,” Flynt explained; now they saw the need for “sound and progressive legislation”for the betterment of Georgia. Above all, he emphasized,“we are not radicals, neither are we reactionaries.”1 The vision of progress painted by Flynt derived from a keen determination that many returning white veterans shared to modernize Georgia’s economy and government. The experience of the war had served as a mirror, in a sense, reﬂecting back all of Georgia’s social, economic, and political ills to white veterans who rarely, if ever, had traveled outside their state, region, or country before . Traveling throughout the United States and overseas exposed them to levels of development unheard of at home, from modern road systems and public health services to sophisticated educational facilities. All of this underscored Georgia’s apparent backwardness.Moreover,the war against Germany and Japan, and the rhetoric that surrounded it, intimately acquainted veterans with the cost of an extreme politics of corruption, exclusion, and reactionism. Together, these inﬂuences prompted often uncomfortable revelations about the causes of Georgia’s obvious economic and political deﬁciencies. Indeed, the pattern of Georgia’s postwar political life, characterized by inadequate tax revenues, limited public services, civic apathy, political cronyism, and a reactionary resistance to federal economic intervention, met signiﬁcant challenges as mobilizing for war and then reconverting to peace became top priorities throughout the nation. The usual excuses for spending as little as possible to maintain streets, schools, and sewage systems, to regulate the proliferation of vice and crime, to build public housing, or to develop plans to recruit industry fell ﬂat in the wake of the development and spending that came with the war, undermining popular faith in the ﬁtness of incumbents to rule. The structures of southern political life, particularly a truncated electorate, perpetuated economic and political conservatism even though the challenges and opportunities of the postwar era seemed to demand change.Georgia’s returning white veterans quickly discovered that achieving the prosperity and progress they wanted depended ﬁrst on winning a homefront battle against the political incumbency, civic complacency , and electoral fraud that had long sustained Bourbon rule. In response, Georgia’s white veterans, riding a wave of civic insurgency that fed on the instability in political, economic, and race relations generated by the 114 :     [35.170.203.195] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 16:37 GMT) war and its aftermath, organized political reform leagues to challenge the... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781469603599
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780807829110, 9780807855782, 9780807875759
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					62141579
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					280
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	