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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  90 MEASURES OF THE HUMAN 73. “The mind is limitless and self- ruled, and it is mixed with no material thing . . . , for it is the thinnest of all material things, and the purest too, and it holds all knowledge about all things.” InthoselinesexcerptedfromhistreatiseOnNature,38 Anaxagoras elaboratesaphysicsof themind.This materialmind istheprinciple of what is, and it immediately installs a structure of intelligibility that we, humans, depend on. Nous (mind) here is supposed to be at the core of reality. Anaxagoras’s influence is crucial on both Plato and Aristotle, who retain the motif of an “intelligent design.” The motif of a “soul of the world” is largely developed in the Timaeus. We recognize in Anaxagoras’s cosmic mind a retrospective interpretation of human intellection, suddenly promoted to a godly status, through dehumanization (nous is no longer bound to the animals we are), conceptual repair (it is “limitless,” “self- ruled,” and omniscient), and hyperbolic celebration (“the purest,” “the thinnest”). The intelligibility of reality is assured by the presence of a tenuous and invisible mind pervading nature. Both Plato and Aristotle will abandon this materialism and posit that Ideas or “the god” are principally involved in the constitution of things, making the latter mentally penetrable. I believe that Anaxagoras’s suggestions could be adapted without any deep difficulty to the present context of mainstream cognitive science. One just needs to add “the brain” here and there or to assimilate “the thinnest of all material things” to electric and magnetic fluxes. In a comment he gave on Emily Dickinson’s poem “The Brain— Is Wider Than the Sky,” Steven Pinker is very seriously (and unintentionally, I’m sure) repeating the position of the pre- Socratic philosopher. Pinker notices “the grandeur in the view of the mind as consisting in the activity of the brain.”39 He admits that “science is, in a sense, ‘reducing’ us” “to a hunk of matter” but maintains that “the brain” (and please note the recurring use of this term in an absolute way, a tic we find all across the board, Measures of the Human 91 from Pinker to Malabou) has a “limitless ability to imagine real and hypothetical worlds.”40 That being said, Pinker concedes that “the mind, in contemplating its place in the cosmos, at some point reaches its own limitations and runs into puzzles that seem to belong in a separate, divine realm.”41 In conclusion, the brain– mind is “perhaps as weighty as God.”42 This is where “the scientist” (?) stops, while remaining convinced of the natural intelligibility that allows his own visions. In this hodgepodge of (meta)physical considerations, the limitless mind collapses on “its own limitations,” the divine is both source and effect, the animal brain is subsumed under the Holy Brain, and sky and water are as such within the brain (“the brain of the reader must contain the sky and absorb the sea”43 ), reflecting that nature is organized by (a/the?) transcendental Mind. The inner discrepancies, as well as some blatant contradictions, are the obvious mark of a hectic journey on the intellective, which a dogmatic reversion to the cognitive clumsily attempts to conceal. We lose the philosophical strategy of Anaxagoras and his followers because Pinker’s reflection is situated in the explanatory plane of scienceandmarredbyhislackingunderstandingofsignification— and human thought. While the goal was to reinterpret the real (including neuronal processes) as scientifically given, the result is a marriage of metaphysical biases, partial repetitions of conceptual discourses, and delusions of grandeur.44 The cognitive encomium of the Sacred Brain is a perfect ally to the widespread description of the “intelligent universe,” a cosmos of physical information where thermostats are endowed with experience45 and the ecstatic— and ill- named— “Singularity” of the transcendental human will know all.46 74. The Brain— is wider than the Sky— For— put them side by side— The one the other will contain With ease—and You—beside— [50.19.159.160] Project MUSE (2024-04-03 05:09 GMT) 92 Animal Meditations The Brain is deeper than the sea— For— hold them— Blue to Blue— The one the other will absorb— As Sponges—Buckets—do The Brain is just the weight of God— For— Heft them— Pound for Pound— And they will differ— if they do— As Syllable from Sound—47 In her poem, Dickinson uses a series of adunata (putting “side by side”theBrainandtheSky,holding theformer with thesea,hefting it with God) that should be performed nonetheless. The I that I am (the “you” appearing... 
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