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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Conclusion: When Theology Stands in History With regard to the relation between theology and other forms of cognitive inquiry, I proposed that the correlation between theology and the contemporary intellectual conditions should not be a one-direction track. A correlation wherein postmodernity asks the questions and theology provides the satisfactory appealing answers is insufficient. I also argued against any correlation that aims to make theology alone raise the questions, and the postmodern discourses alone provide appealing and conforming answers to those questions—as if postmodernity is from beginning to end contextualized according to a theological condition. I tried to show that my chief concern lies with the latter option, without understating the seriousness and the danger of the former. In response to those among today’s theologians who are eager to show that postmodernity is in itself “a theological condition,” I tried to echo what Ingolf Dalferth very eloquently and bravely says to challenge this attitude: Theology is not important because it is able to say something about all possible topics by employing all possible methodologies currently in vogue, but rather because it possesses its own theme. Only because of this theme itself do theology’s contributions to the themes of other disciplines deserve to be heard.1 It is not the task of theology to offer a theological explanation and hermeneutics for every nontheological, or even religiously masqueraded, issue—nor ought theology to gain a distinctive position by doing so. It is incorrect, as Dalferth rightly affirms, to expect this from theology or to force theology to be the serving executor of such an expectation. Further than just preventing it from being a dependent field of knowledge, this denies theology its uniqueness and difference from other disciplines, and it turns theology inevitably into one trendy discourse among many others through an imitation of certain dominant hermeneutical methods.2 1. Ingolf U. Dalferth, “Time for God’s Presence,” in The Future of Theology: Essays in Honor of Jürgen Moltmann, ed. M. Volf, C. Krieg, and T. Kucharz (Grand Rapids and Cambridge: Eerdmans, 1996), 140. 303 On the basis of a conviction similar to Ingolf Dalferth’s, I pointed out a theological proposal that represents, in my opinion, a two-direction track of correlation. It is a correlation where both theology and postmodernity ask questions and offer answers in a way that pinpoints areas wherein each can uniquely contribute to the development of the other, without each losing its own distinction and unique identity. From this model of correlation, it is valid to argue that postmodernity needs some theological conditioning, without necessarily implying that the next step is to transform every postmodern discourse into a theological proclamation. From the same model of correlation, one can accept the theologians’ use of postmodern discourse about notions like language, plurality, relativism, “différance,” and so on, without this directly making theology subject to all the assumptions of these concepts or the rules of such discourse. The accurate relation between theology and history lies not in theology’s proclaimed and evident sensitivity and expressiveness of its surrounding intellectual and human situation, but in its evident and proclaimed sensitivity and expressiveness of God’s presence and action here and now in the face of this situation. The core issue here is that theology avoids misunderstanding itself as a mere sociological, anthropological, or contextual science. Theology is, as Dalferth says, “neither an empirical nor a historical science.” It is, rather, as he continues, a guiding critical knowledge of the triune God, and more specifically, knowledge of God “in His multifarious presence in the varied contexts of our own world and of all possible worlds that owe their existence to his presence.”3 Only a correlation of “unity-in-self-differentiation,” such as the one Pannenberg offers, between theology and other disciplines can demonstrate this particular identity of theology. Such a correlation avoids the two extremes of subordination and domination. It allows theology to be up to the duty of clarifying what is distinctively theological in its accounts of personhood and relationality, or any other notions. It also enables theology to succeed in finding the right criterion for what is to be deemed authentically Christian and what is not in the theological conception of any human idea or condition.4 This is exactly what causes Christian theology to claim that God is, by default, the subject matter of theology, and not any notions or conceptions of God. The validity of this claim is decided according to a... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781451484250
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					880354610
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					272
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-05-21
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	