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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  109 8 Sharing Landscapes and Mindscapes Ethics and Aesthetics in Amitav Ghosh’s The Calcutta Chromosome CHITRA SANKARAN INTRODUCTION The Calcutta Chromosome: A Novel of Fevers, Delirium and Discovery, as it is described, is Amitav Ghosh’s first venture into science fiction territory. The novel, published in 1996, won the Arthur C. Clarke Award for the year’s best science fiction in 1997. The story of The Calcutta Chromosome is set in what appears to be the not-too-distant future. It begins with the omniscient narrator focusing on Antar, an Egyptian computer programmer, who is part of a global migrant labor force for a highly technologized world. In its complex global networking and in the way humans seem subordinated to the unceasing demands of machines, this futuristic setting seems the logical end result of a world that is being relentlessly dehumanized. Antar’s job is to sort through the interminable stream of data pouring out of his computer, named AVA. Thus, when Antar encounters a virtual ID card tossed up on his computer screen of his former colleague L. Murugan, a South Indian, it becomes his mission to discover Murugan’s current whereabouts . Murugan himself had disappeared from Calcutta several years ago while on a quest to prove a pet theory of his—that Ronald Ross, the British scientist who won the Nobel Prize in 1902 for discovering the life cycle of the Anopheles mosquito and its role in causing malaria, had, in fact, had his research path directed by ostensibly “inconsequential,” shadowy helpers. Antar’s search for Murugan leads him to unravel the strange mysteries surrounding the “Calcutta chromosome.” This chromosome is distinguished 110 CHITRA SANKARAN by its anomalous nature. Murugan describes this graphically to the Bengali correspondent Urmila Roy: One of the reasons why the Calcutta chromosome can’t be found by normal methods is because unlike the standard chromosomes it isn’t present in every cell. Or if it is, it’s so deeply encrypted that our current techniques can’t isolate it. And the reason why it isn’t present in every cell is because unlike the other chromosomes it’s not symmetrically paired. (247) This is the reason, he says, that this chromosome is “to the standard Mendelian pantheon of twenty-three chromosomes what [the elephantheaded Hindu God] Ganesh is to the [other] gods; that is, different, nonstandard , unique—which is exactly why it eludes standard techniques of research” (247). It is Murugan’s thesis that the Calcutta chromosome transfers biological correlates from one individual to another through a “transference ” that is nonsexual and one that penetrates the blood/brain barrier. The narrative speculates on the possibility that the chromosomal transfer has the capacity to enable personality traits to be transmitted from the donor to the recipient. Murugan traces this back to Mangala Bibi, an illiterate sweeperwoman who ends up working for the nineteenth-century British scientist, Ross Cunningham. It is Murugan’s contention that Mangala Bibi accidentally stumbled upon the possibility of this chromosomal transfer and by some native genius fine-tuned the methods and thereafter steadily effected “transfers” of herself and several others through the centuries. This stupendous theory, apart from anything else, seems to shake some fundamental cultural preformulations. The notion of a contained, cognizant Self, for one, comes to be destabilized in interesting ways in the narrative. THE SELF AND OTHER In the traditional Cartesian model of consciousness, the cogito circumscribes the Self as a recurrence of the same. The Self is convinced that it is separate from the world with a fixed interior that is separate from the rest of the world. The notion of the unified “I” is linked to a notion of interiority. Even Levinas, whose notion of the self differs from the Cartesian model, talks about the Self that is separate from the world (Totality and Infinity 36). It is noteworthy that in The Calcutta Chromosome, the notion of the Self is left strangely fluid and ambiguous. For instance, if Mangala Bibi is the high priestess of a secret “counter-science” cult, who deals in “transference” of the mind, then the twentieth-century Armenian lady resident in Calcutta, [44.222.118.186] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 11:58 GMT) Sharing Landscapes and Mindscapes 111 Mrs. Aratounian; the sophisticated babysitter in New York, Tara; and finally Urmila Roy, the self-sufficient Calcutta correspondent; are all to be perceived as Mangala’s “reincarnations.” Similarly, Laakhan or alternatively Laxman or Lutchman, the lab assistant who features in the... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9781438441825
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					784947996
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					272
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-06-26
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	