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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  THREE Amorous Sympathy: John Donne THUS FAR, I have indicated some features of the strategy of proof that interpreters use to make the sense of the sentence "I am you." I have used Donne's Meditation 17 as the point of departure, and indicated that principles of human solidarity expressed there derived from a tradition that began in classical antiquity and that extended, with many changes, into modern times. To demonstrate that those principles, and the supporting strategy of proof, actually served to organize a whole picture of the world, I shall have to go further, from the sentence to the patterns of understanding that made the sentence possible. I have already indicated the direction of the argument by discussing two comprehensive paradigms of assimilation: the biological and the esthetic, reflecting the primordial division in Western thought between flesh and spirit. The tradition of amorous sympathy—and the roles played in it by those paradigms—is so evident in the literature of friendship and romance that, at the outset, I shall only provide one example of its impact. I shall continue and enlarge the discussion of Donne's thought, a bridge indeed between the medieval and modern writings. Focusing more sharply than before on Donne's erotic and spiritual poetry, I shall indicate the scope of application that the principles of human solidarity had for him and, by implication, for other, later writers who partook of the same tradition as he. In Chapter 5,1 shall indicate how pervasive and long-lasting the theme of amorous sympathy was: I shall consider how one writer at each end of our chronological range, Augustine of Hippo at the beginning and Ludwig Feuerbach at the end, made amorous sympathy, with special emphasis on the component of sexual bonding in the biological paradigm, the keystone of thought about social unity. However, the road we have to travel is far from straight. Before we reach the goal of social theories, we shall need to examine how doctrines of bonding through conflict, or malevolent sympathy , complemented and enlarged those of bonding through love, indeed, anticipations of these darker tones will appear in the following discussion; they may even be implied, though unintended, in Donne's use of the biological paradigm, with its assumption of male dominance and female subordination . Except for a few references, I am not going to speak about Donne's sermons ; for to speak about them in detail would carry us into the dense 44 CHAPTER 3 thickets of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century homiletic conventions. The focus of my remarks is a poem by Donne that appears to be an academic exercise, lacking any emotional depth at all: "To Mr. Tilman after He had taken Orders." After exploring the strategy of proof implied in that one poem, I shall indicate the fuller contours of that strategy and the principles that it sustained in other works by Donne. FIRST, I MUST SAY, parenthetically, a word about different ways of thinking about personality; for characteristics that one attributes to personality naturally define ways in which one thinks about human bonding, through friendship, for example. Despite important qualifications, the "discovery" of the individual—the uomo singolare or unico—persists in the myths of historiography as a characteristic achievement of humanism, no matter that the continuing revolt of the medievalists has moved the event back from the fourteenth century, where Burckhardt put it, to the eleventh or twelfth century, no matter that the correspondence between the term and historical reality has been challenged . The "discovery" of personality allegedly resulted from modifying a received paradigm—in this case, made up from ancient and patristic ideas—to suit contemporary circumstances. However, individualism was only one notion of personality in the repertoire offered by the classical tradition . Certainly, there was present the concept of the individual will, operating in the tragic grandeur of its isolation, and the loneliness of this concept reinforced the atomistic incommunicability of bodies taught by materialist philosophers. So too was present an array of collectivist notions, according to which the individual reason was subsumed into the universal. Apart from will and reason, the ancient world recognized the appetites as faculties of the soul. Correspondingly, there was a third possibility that combined features both of individualism and of collectivism. This third possibility neither left personality isolated and incommunicable in the will, nor transcended it with general reason. Instead, it permitted individual persons, while remaining themselves, to be fused with others in heart, in spirit, or in soul... 
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