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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  17 The Book’s Genre Chapter 2 Augustine had never written anything like Confessions . In fact, no one had ever written anything like this book. James O’Donnell (2.8) points out that its very opening has no parallel in classical or Christian literature: “No other work of his begins with direct address to God. . . . Augustine invented a form and style unique in his own oeuvre and in the traditions he inherited.” How did his other work lead to this odd product? His writing career was at this point uneven. He wrote only one book before the age of thirty-two, The Beautiful and the Decorous, a lost work he called a show-off piece and sent to a celebrity rhetorician, hoping to attract his attention. (It didn’t.) But then, when he prepared for baptism in 386, there was a spurt of dialogues recording discussion with his 18 Chapter 2 friends, students, and mother. At this point Augustine planned a cycle of works on the liberal arts seen from a Christian perspective. Only one of these books, Music, was completed. When he went back to his birthplace in Africa, he was caught up in controversy with his former fellows in the Manichean movement. It was partly because he was seen as a champion against these dissidents that he was dragooned into the priesthood in 291 (public demand was the normal path to ordination then). Though Augustine was popular enough in the town where he became a priest, Hippo, to be further recruited as a bishop four years later, his identity was not firmly established outside his immediate flock. For all his early adult life in Africa he had been a Manichean, an active proselytizer of that faith throughout his twenties. He went off to Italy under Manichean patronage when he was twentynine , and returned four years later, after baptism in Milan, as the member of a new faith. But what was that faith? It is not enough to call him a Christian, since Manicheans were Christians (but of a heretical sort). The majority Christian faith in Africa at the time was Donatist, a purist body that had resisted the Emperor Diocletian’s persecution at the beginning of the fourth century. These purists accused other Christians of collaboration with the [50.19.159.160] Project MUSE (2024-04-05 15:41 GMT) The Book’s Genre 19 persecutors. These laxer sorts were associated with Bishop Caecilian, so some historians call the minority Christian body in Africa Caecilianists. That was the faction Augustine joined, though members of his family had been Donatists (including his mother), and some still were. How was Augustine, a member of the minority Christian branch with compromising past ties to Donatists and Manicheans, to distinguish his own religious stance? It was not enough to argue with Manicheans, who claimed he was a turncoat. There was also a problem with his consecration as a bishop. Augustine had left his hometown to recruit a man in Hippo. Traveling could be dangerous when communities could appoint a man a priest against his will. That is what happened to Augustine in Hippo, a modest town of perhaps 30,000 people, one tenth the size of Carthage, Africa’s leading city. Once Augustine became a popular preacher in Hippo, the bishop there, Valerius, came to rely on his services, since Valerius was a native Greek speaker with shaky Latin. It was against the canons of the African church for a bishop to allow a priest to preach in his own church, but Valerius not only did this—he hid Augustine from visiting clerics , lest he be spirited away to a more flourishing environment. 20 Chapter 2 Valerius wanted to keep Augustine in his dim place, and there was only one way to do that. A priest could always leave a town, but a bishop could never leave his community. He was “married” to it for life. So Valerius made Augustine his associate bishop. The problem here is that the Council of Nicaea had decreed there could be only one bishop in a community. Accusations of irregularity would haunt Augustine even after Valerius died, a year after consecrating Augustine. There were, therefore, many reasons for Augustine to establish his identity in his new office as bishop. He had become a Christian in far-off Milan, in circumstances few in Africa could know about until he explained them. This leads some students of Augustine to think of Confessions as a defence of an embattled... 
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